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EXT. WOODS - N GHT 1
DARKNESS.

A BOLT OF LIGHTNING li ghts the nobody ni ght sky above the
forest.

TI TLE: THE BASTARD SWORD

The canera pans up vertical to the stars. Twists and turns
into the storm

| NT. ABANDONED ROOM - NI GHT 2

The canera noves through the storm through a wi ndow into
a gl oonmy room

Wiite sheets cover as if nothing nmay be touched. A woman
sits staring out the side window, in a black nourning
dress.

A TEAR rolls down her face. Pan down to her hands.

A LOCKET HELD - Her grip loosens, it falls to the floor
with the thud of an Anvil..

DARKNESS.

EXT. STREAM I N FOREST - DAY 3

EYES OPEN FROM A DREAM A single drop of blood run downs
the tenple of a man naned TI AS.

He crawls over to the stream a sunny day. Looks into the
reflection at his injury. Seens he was knocked out, rubs
t he back of his head. He blinks -

| NT. ABANDONED ROOM - NI GHT 4

ANOTHER MEMORY - The | ocket is picked up by the hands of a
gentleman - his face not shown. It is opened. A photograph
of the woman and her husband, happy together. A tear drips
onto the picture..

EXT. STREAM I N FOREST - DAY 5

TIAS OPENS HI' S EYES - back to reality. He washes his face
with the water in the streamto renove the bl ood. He
stands up. His clothes are sinple and tatty. He finds his
bal ance and | ooks around.

Sees a broad stick laying on the ground. Thinks maybe it
hit him Blood on it perhaps.



He wanders upstream .

EXT. CLEARI NG - DAY

Finds hinself in a clearing. A sparkle on the floor.
Approaches it carefully.

It appears to be a small pouch of coins. Untrusting, his
eyes draw upwards. The focus pulls into the foreground.

A THIN THREAD is pull ed taught between trees. A smirk of
realisation on his face. He squats down to | ook at the
pouch, but not touch it.

TI AS
Fool " s gol d.

MARS
A likely story.

TIAS turns quickly - the bandit - MARS - GRABS H M

Tias tries to break free, but two nore appear fromthe
bush. He’s surrounded.

Ti as breaks free and steps back. Al the Bandits slowy
appr oach.

MARS
| can see there’s no fooling you,
boy. Better to do it the old
fashi oned way. ..

They circle him- knives in hand. Mars w el ds an AXE.

One of the knife bandits gets up behind - but Tias nakes
his nove. Spins around the knifeman and di sarnms him
taking the knife and el bowng himin the stomach. He then
punches himto the ground hard, w nded and out of action.

TIAS TURNS TO FACE Mars and the remai ni ng bandit - now
armed with the knife, scared, cornered, but feisty.

MARS
(tribute to Skye)
Not bad.

The | eader, Mars, nods at the remai ning bandit to nmake a
nove. The bandit approaches Tias in single conbat. It’'s a
stand-of f.

They circle around each other, ready to nmake their nove
whi |l st Mars nods in excitenent.

THE BANDI T STRI KES - cuts Tias on the arni
TI AS DROPS THE KNI FE - stunbles back into a tree.



The bandit continues to advance the unarned wanderer.
Focus pull to the wire spotted earlier, but it’s behind
the bandit.

THE BANDI T S FEET, approaching near the fool’s gold pouch.
Ti as nmakes his nove -

TIAS MAKES A DASH - gets to the other side of the knifeman
and yanks on the wire. As he turns to face Mars, the
bandit in the background goes up into the air fromthe
rope trap around his ankle, dangling and nopani ng.

BANDI T
Wahhh! !'!

Now nore chal l enging, Tias dips his head and stares out
the final man, MARS

The first bandit to get winded gets up in fear and runs
of f.

MARS
Cowar d.

Ti as Bends down and carefully and picks up the dropped
kni fe.

MARS
| " m surprised. But the gane is
over ny friend. Gve ne all your
silver!

Mars raises his axe into a two handed position, ready for
anyt hi ng. The axe has a long handl e, could outreach the
knife easily.

TI AS
| have nothing. You re wasting
your tinme, and your nen.

Ti as | ooks around condescendi ngly at the renmai ning
def eated man, then back to Mars.

Mars pauses to think - a little slowof wit. H's eyes
narrow. Hol ds his axe up high.

TI AS
| see we’re not done yet.

Mars now angered, takes a swing, but not at Tias.

HE CUTS THE ROPE which is pulled against a tree. H's
friend falls down behind TIAS, startling him

Tias quickly sprints towards Mars and pushes himaway from
the axe, left sunk in the tree.

TIAS H G+ KI CKS t he axe, breaking the handle off the



bl ade, rendering it useless. Mars staggers to his feet,
unar nmed.

The kni feman bandit on the ground is beaten..

BANDI T
| m done! |’ m donel!

MARS
You call yourself a thief.

The bandit attenpts to run, but the rope still attacked to
his foot trips himafter a few steps. Unable to nove, he
just lays there quietly, tangled up in rope.

MARS
Look at you!

Tias casually wal ks over to the fools gold and picks it
up. He tosses the pouch to Mars, who catches it.

TI AS
Way have silver when you can have
gol d? Now | eave ne be.

Mars swallows his pride and turns around to walk off. A
final word..

MARS
You got lucky this tine. |1'd
| eave the forest quickly if |
were you. What’'s a boy like you
wanderi ng around here for,
anyway ?

TIAS S FACE - No answer, not that he refuses - but he
can’t find the answer.

MARS
Pfft. You don’t even know
yoursel f. Fool’s gold? Hah! More
like a fool’ s errand!

He tosses the pouch back to Tias. He catches it perfectly.

MARS
Pray we do not cross paths again.

A final glare from Mars, then | eaves abandoning his
friend.

Tias watches Mars until he is gone. Then turns around to
the remaining bandit. Throws the knife into the ground
near him close to his head.



TI AS
Go.

The bandit slowy picks up the knife, clinbs to his feet -
cl ose-up of his face - renenber this face...

Scatters away, rope and all.

EXT. WOODS 7
Tias continues to travel to the woods. Stops to rub his
head fromthe wound earlier. Looks around, |ost, not know
where he’s supposed to go. He sits down on a log to take a
br eat her, when suddenly -

He hears a noise fromthe bush. Ch no, could be nore
bandits..

He goes to investigate.

EXT. TREE 8
He cautiously approaches a tree that seens to be alive.
Suddenly... a young girl falls fromit, landing flat on
her butt. She seens to ook a bit like an elf. Sinple
tattered clothes, bare feet. Short hair, slight of build.
She | ooks at hi m confused.

TI AS
Are you, all right?

The elf just nods, gawpi ng, nervous, nouth open.

She gets back to her feet and |look to the top of the tree,
trying to pretend he’s not there.

TI AS
You' re an... elf, aren’t you?
She | ooks at him... cross at first, then a slight smle.
G ves a nod.
TI AS
I’mTias. I'mlost in the forest,

at least | think I am
He goes to shake her hand, but she backs off, startled.

TI AS
Ch don’t be scared. | crossed
knives with bandits. | think
t hey’ re gone now.



ELF
You coul d be one of them
TI AS
Oh, you CAN tal k!
The elf quickly closes her lips again, like alittle
chi I d.

She goes back to the tree, junping and trying to get
sonmething. Tias |ooks up at the tree. There appears to be
a basket of fruit stuck up there.

He wat ches her struggle for a nonent with no success.
Pri de and stubbornness getting the better of her. He
sm | es. Laughing inside.

TI AS
Want ne to get it down for you?

ELF
Get what down?

TI AS
Your basket.

She ignores and tries a few nore junps, exhausted she
gi ves in.

ELF
Yes... Pl ease.

Wt hout thought, Tias scales the tree, bends it down unti
t he basket is in reach. She snatches is and begins to run
away.

As his feet touch the ground, he stands there patiently.
Eventual |y she stops and turns around. Takes a step
t owar ds him

ELF
The nane’ s Nyx.

NYX does an awkward boyi sh bow and a hand shake, he
accepts.

NYX
...and I ama Pixie, thank you.

TI AS
Wonderful to neet you, Nyx. What
was your basket doing all the way
up in that tree?

NYX
| heard the bandits, so | hid ny
bel ongi ngs in the one pl ace
bandits never seek -- Upwards.



TI AS
Cunni ng.

NYX

(proudly)
We pixies are well known for our

cunni ng.

She struts around, hands behi nd her back.

TI AS

| ' ve never net one before now
NYX

Clearly you have never been to

Soza.
She sits down on a tree.

TI AS
s that where | anf? Soza?

NYX
You nean you can’t remenber?

He sits opposite her on a tree.

TI AS
| know Soza. | have Been to the
town many tinmes, but not the
forest...

NYX

That’ s not Soza. That’'s just a
silly towm on the edge that
shoul dn’t even be there. Calls
itself *Soza'.

TI AS
Ch?

NYX
(very quickly, waffling)
So the forest is the REAL Soza.
Not ' Soza forest’. Soza town is
Soza town, not Soza. Not part of
MY Soza, never will Dbe.

TI AS
(tribute to Doctor Reason)
| stand corrected.

NYX
So. ..



TI AS
.za?

NYX
So what happened?!

TI AS
Oh. | was hit on the head... by
those bandits | think. I woke up
w t h naught but a grande
headache.

NYX
(in synmpathy, tilts her
head)
A grande headache i ndeed.

She quickly steps towards him nore trusting and
ent husasti c.

NYX
Can you renenber why you' re here?
What you cane for?

Tias thinks for a nonment. Turns away.

TI AS
|’mon a quest. |I’m |l ooking for
sonmething. Arelic, | think.

NYX in the foreground, |ooking away from Ti as, shows a
serious face of knowi ngness, hiding it fromhim

NYX
(towards canera)
Your nenory will return
eventual ly, 1’ m sure.

TI AS
| renmenber bits. There was a
woman | cared for. She was in
mour ni ng. She' d... | ost soneone
she | oved. | made her a prom se,
| -

He turns around at the rustling of the trees. The pixie
has gone.

He stands confused, decides to follow into the woods.

EXT. DOOR I N THE WOODS - DAY 9
Ti as approaches a hill in the woods, in a honely clearing
with signs of a recent firepit. A wooden door is built
into the hill |ike a makeshift hobbit-hole. A woodcutters’

axe in alog with fresh cut wood near by.



Hs face - drawn to it, as if this were the place he'd
been searching for his whole life.

He knocks on the door.

A pause. Then a hermt-1like bearded man opens the door.
H s nane i s ULYSSES.

U ysses eyes Tias up and down, judging him He thinks
carefully before he speaks.

ULYSSES
Yes?

TI AS
|"ve lost nmy way in the forest.
Can you hel p ne?

U ysses | ooks himagain, closes his eyes and sighs. A deep
br eat h.

ULYSSES
(with sincerity)
| don’t think I can. What | nean
is... | can’t. Sorry. Bye.

Shuts the door gently. Tias takes a step away, but decides
to head back and try again

Knocks on the door. U ysses opens. Raises an eyebrow as if
he were awaiting a sales pitch.

TI AS
(assertive)
Look | really need your help and
| truly believe this is the place
to find it.

ULYSSES
Is that so? What were you even
doing here in the forest in the
first place?

TI AS
(not sure, remenbering)
| was attacked by thieves, |
think. It seens they took nost of
my possessions.

ULYSSES
SEEMS t hat way, don't it?

Ti as rai ses an eyebrow - huh?

U ysses gives one |ast | ook up and down. Notices the
little cut on his arm



10

10.

ULYSSES
Cone on in then, before |I change
ny m nd.

He enters, door shuts.

| NT. CABIN - DAY 10
Trinkets, bottles, jars. Hone-nmade art from woodl and
material. A couple of swords and anci ent weapons on the
wal | .

Tias politely steps in and | ooks at all the decor.

ULYSSES
Here, sit down.

A chair waiting for himit seens. Tias takes the seat,
whil e U ysses prepares sone drinks.

TI AS
Thank you.

ULYSSES
Not hi ng to thank. Haven't done
anything for you yet. Still don't

think | can.
Pours two cups of vodka. Ofers one to Tias.

ULYSSES
Dri nk?

Tias takes it and drinks it quickly with no words. Stares
at the enpty cup a nonent.

U ysses sits down in his favourite chair, nearest the
door .

ULYSSES
So you were attacked by bandits.
You're sure of that?

TI AS
|’mnot really sure of anything
right now. I took a blowto the
head.

ULYSSES

| can see that.

Leans over and checks Tias’'s wound and his head. Seens to
have a caring nature for injuries and | ooking after
peopl e.
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TI AS
I"mall right.

ULYSSES
Howd’ ya cut your arnf

TI AS
| just told you... thieves.

ULYSSES
(bit baffled)
Oh, right.

U ysses | eans back again. Gves Tias his attention.

ULYSSES
Tell me what you can renenber

TI AS
| was searching for sonething.
Maybe sonething | |ost.

ULYSSES
(statement, not question)
In the forest...

TI AS
Yes... No... that can’'t be right.

U ysses waits patiently for a true answer, glaring at Tias
as if he knew the neaning of l|ife.

TI AS
| remenber now. |’ m searching for
arelic, an ancient relic.

He | ooks around for inspiration, Spots the swords hanging
on the wall.

TI AS

A sword. THE sword. The Bastard
Sword... have you heard of it?

U ysses just stares through himas if he’'d fallen asl eep
with his eyes open in a trance.

Tias notices, puts it down to 'years of solitude’.

TI AS
| never caught your nane, friend?

U ysses cones back to reality and establishes eye contact.

ULYSSES
U ysses.
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TI AS
My nane is Tias. THAT | can
r emenber .

TI AS

It’s good to nmeet you, Tias.

U ysses | eans over, shakes his hand. Pauses. Gets up and
prepares anot her cup of vodka. H's back to Tias. Holds the
cup up like a specinen in front of his eyes in awe.

ULYSSES
Fine spirit this is eh, friend?
Pi xies make it. O course, THEY
drink it like water off of a
wheel ... Don’t even flinch! If
only they knew, eh? Stubborn and
greedy though, nost of 'em Takes
sonething... big to realise the
value of humlity...

U ysses appears to be talking to hinself alnost, lost in
t hought . . .

TI AS
So have you heard of it?

ULYSSES
Heard of what? Your nane?

TI AS
No, the Sword.

U ysses face, facing away from Tias towards the canera. A
sigh, a secret, a thought...

ULYSSES
| don’t think so, sorry.

U ysses quickly drinks the cup.

He then prepares a wet cloth for Tias. G abs sone herbs
nearby and puts themon the cloth. Wal ks to himand puts
it on the back of his head.

ULYSSES
Here. This herb should help stop
the swelling.

TI AS
Quch. Thank you

Tias takes the grip of the cloth as U ysses sits back
down.
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13.

ULYSSES
It’s getting dark soon. Get sone
rest now. Spend the night here if
you need to.

U ysses goes to |l eave to a door to what nust be his
private quarters.

TI AS
Agai n, thank you.

U ysses turns around...

ULYSSES
And good luck finding your relic.

A smle fromU ysses. Leaves the roomto his private area.
Tias’s face - grateful, doubtful

EXT. DOOR I N THE WOODS - N GHT 11
Night falls, all is calm
| NT. CABIN - N GHT 12

Tias sits alone in the chair, eyes closed sl eeping. He
twitches - a bad dreamit seens.
| NT. DREAM - ABANDONED ROOM 13

Tias picks up the |locket fromthe floor, and gives it back
to the woman.

He puts his arm around her as she sobs. She ignores him
as If he wasn’'t even there.

He puts the | ocket in her hand and cl oses her hand on it.

| NT. CABIN - N GHT 14
Ti as wakes up suddenly. Eyes wi de open, realisation.

Cets up out of the chair and | ooks around. He goes for the
door to the private quarters, but decides against it.

He | ooks at the swords, judging them evaluating if they
could be the relic. They don’t seemto be.

Decides to | eave, quietly.
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14.

EXT. CABIN IN THE WOODS - NI GHT 15
Tias wal ks towards us, away fromthe cabin. Stops to | ook
back, struggles... but continues to wal k away, out of
frame.

A shot of the side of the cabin, peaceful, dark, quiet.
Suddenly -

Movenent in the bush. A figure energes...

The figure noves towards the cabin door, tracing he his
hand al ong the wall in awe and greed.

He quietly opens the door and sneaks in.

I NT. CABIN - NI GHT 16
The figure enters, closes the door slowy. Listens
carefully - hears the snoring of U ysses. A wcked grinin
his face - it’s MARS, the thief.

Mars | ooks to the shel ves, spots sone brass itens.

Grabs a couple of itens and | ooks at them SUDDENLY -

A noi se behind him he turns around -

U ysses stands there, just looking at him Mars | ooks back
- a stand-off.

After a pause of silence, MARS charges towards the man,
and westles himto the ground. There's a struggl e.

EXT. WOODS - N GHT 17
Ti as has paused in thought. Decides to turn around and
head back to the cabin.

| NT. CABIN - NI GHT 18

The struggle continues. Uysses grunts and struggles, as
he tries to fight back.

Puts up a good fight, but Mars is stronger. They fall into
some pots and pans, nmaking a noise...
EXT. CABIN IN THE WOODS - NI GHT 19

Ti as hears the noise and a shout. Already wal ki ng towards
the cabin, he sprints to the rescue..
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| NT. CABIN - N GHT 20
Tias bursts in!

Spots the burglar restraining Uylsses. Runs right up to
hi m and grabs him pushes hi m asi de.

U ysses steps back, flunps into the chair.

Mars attenpts to charge at Tias, but Tias is fast... and
grabs his arminto an arm| ock.

Westles Mars straight to the floor, knee in back.

MARS
Argh! Get off ne! Get off ne!

Mars spins around with force and shoves Tias off.

He then pulls a knife fromhis belt, stands up, and goes
to stab Tias with it.

Tias picks up a vase and uses it to bash the knife out of
hi s hand.

Hurting his hand he grabs the knife then stabs Mars in the
arm

MARS
ARGH! I'!

Tias kicks Mars in the stomach and he goes flying back
towards the far end of the cabin.

Mars is winded, breathless. Looks up at Ti as.
U ysses stands up behind Tias.

ULYSSES
Easy now. Easy. Friend?

U ysses gestures towards the knife.. Tias puts the knife
down onto the floor, with the wounded burglar in the
background | ooki ng at him

MARS
It’s you.

TI AS
| know you.

MARS
Heh.

TI AS

The coward that robbed ne
yest er day.
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U ysses’ face - they’ ve net before? Interesting..

MARS
Coul d have been. But you were
lucky that day. | didn’'t rob you.

TI AS
You knocked ne out!

MARS
(confused, angry)
| did nothing of the sort!

ULYSSES
Gentl enen. Tias, stand down.

Tias sits in the chair opposite the burglar. U ysses goes
over to Mars.

ULYSSES
Let ne see that now.

Mars is unconfortable to have his own victimsee to his
wound, but he lets him whilst staring out Tias.

U ysses checks the depth of the stab.

ULYSSES
You'll need to clean this, and
treat it.

Tl AS

What you’ re hel pi ng hinf

ULYSSES
| hel ped you, didn't 17?

TI AS
He just tried to rob you. He
attacked you!

ULYSSES
(to Mars)
Not going to attack me now, are

ya?
Mars doesn’t answer. Too proud to admt it.

U ysses goes over to the table and gets a herbs, bandage,
and a cup of vodka. Takes it all over to Mars.

Hol ds up the vodka to Mars.

ULYSSES
Pixie spirit.
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Gins. Pours the vodka onto the wound. Mars hides the
reaction of the sting. Uysses then puts the herbs on the
wound.

Tl AS
| don’t understand.
ULYSSES
It’s my hone, ny rules. | decide

who stays and who goes, right?

Tias thinks, but nods, respecting his w shes. U ysses
turns to Mars for an answer.

ULYSSES
vel | ?

MARS
el | what ?

TI AS
Oh, he CAN tal k.

MARS
Shut yer trap.

ULYSSES

(shut up)

Ti as. ..

U ysses goes back to the table and pours a secret fornula.
Tias's eyes wden in nystery at the |iquid.

U ysses offers the cup to the burglar.
ULYSSES

| insist you drink this.
Prevention is better than cure.

MARS
Poi son. Hermt’s poison.

U ysses rolls his eyes.

ULYSSES
Seriously?

The burglar submts and drinks the foul potion quickly.

ULYSSES
You got a nane, burglar?

Mars hesitates. Looks at Tias with his response.

MARS
Mar s.
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ULYSSES
Not gonna to ask what brings YQU
to the forest. | think we already
know t hat .

MARS

| don’t know why you’ re hel ping
nme.

ULYSSES
Maybe that’s just the kind of
person | am..

MARS
Then we’re not hing alike.

U ysses | ooks up at Mars, then back to Tias, then back to
Mars. A look in his eye as if he heard what he wanted to
hear .

Fi ni shes the bandage dressing.

ULYSSES
|’mglad we're not. Can you get
up?

Mars tries to get up, refusing help fromUysses. Sits in
the chair, still w nded and i njured.

U ysses picks up the knife that Tias put down, then takes
a sword, gives it to Tias.

ULYSSES
(to Mars)
You' Il have to stay the night.
See how the wound is doing. Don’'t
try anything or there’'ll be hel

to pay.
TI AS
You can’t be serious?
ULYSSES
(to Mars)
And don't spit on ny hospitality.
This is a gift. I'"’mgiving you a

chance here, burglar.

He gestures with one armtowards Ti as.

ULYSSES
It’s pretty obvious that this man
here will kill you at first

error.
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MARS
Heh. He's no killer.

A pause, U ysses thinks...

ULYSSES
He’ll do what he has to do |ike
any man would. Now I’ mgoing to
sleep. I'mtired. Gve nme sone
peace and qui et.

He | eaves towards his private quarters. Tias goes to
protest but decides to remain quiet.

He stares back at Mars who sits there, | ooking back at him
with the sword.

MARS
Man's lucky to have a friend |ike
you, huh?

Ti as says nothing, hand tightens around the sword in
mal i ce.

MARS
You know, maybe | was wong at
first glance. You DO |l ook like a

killer. | can see it in your
eyes.

TI AS
Sl eep. Now.

Mars submits, |ays back and stares into space.

EXT. CABIN IN THE WOCDS - NI GHT 21
A long shot, pulling out as night falls.

Ti me passes into the night.

I NT. CABIN - NI GHT 22
Tias’s cl osed eyes.
SUDDENLY - LI GHTING stri kes out si de!

Li ght catching his face. He wakes up, slightly startl ed.
Looks across.

Mars is still there, has al so woken up, |ooks out the
wi ndow.

He | ooks across at Tias. G ows, scoffs, goes back to
sl eep.
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EXT. CABIN IN THE WOCDS - DAY 23

An axe falls into a log on a stunp. It’'s Tias, cutting
wood.

U ysses returns fromround the side of the hill

ULYSSES
How s your head? Good to see you
feeling better.

TI AS
Il be alright. 1"mnore
concer ned about you. You took
qui te a bashing |ast night.

ULYSSES
| " m t ough.
TI AS
G ad to know it.
ULYSSES
Thanks for steppin’ in back
there. I’mnot quite sure why you

wandered off, but |I'’mglad you
com ng back

Ti as nods hunbly.

Mars staggers out of the door, |ooks at them both in
shane.

ULYSSES
Ah, sleep well did ya? | would
ask you to help nme out too but
you're in no fit state yet.

MARS
Don't wind nme up, fool

ULYSSES
The fool that spared your life?

Mars goes quiet and sits down on the ground by the house.

ULYSSES
Call nme U ysses.

MARS
You're U ysses?

ULYSSES
Know nme do ya?

Tias puts the axe in the stunp. Stops and | ooks at them
bot h, confused.
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MARS
| think I do. | don’t know.

ULYSSES
What’ s a burglar doin’ know ng
soneone |ike nme?

MARS
| heard a story, | think

TI AS
(chal | engi ng)
Pray tell.

Mars | ooks at Tias, defensive and angry. Goes qui et and
| ooks away.

MARS
Ah, forget it.

Tias shrugs it off, pulls the axe out of the stunp ready
for another chop of wood, but then -

MARS
Well... it’s nothing special. |
just heard about a sword.

Tias aborts the chop and lowers the axe in interest.

TI AS
A swor d?

ULYSSES
A swor d?

MARS

The Bastard Sword.
Mars | ooks to U ysses.

MARS
Wl | ? Have you heard of it?

Tias’s eyes wi den. How coul d he possibly know of the
sword, he thinks..

Tias steps forward, answering for him

TI AS
He hasn’t heard of it.
MARS
| wasn’t asking you, anyway.
TI AS
Wll I'mtelling you. He hasn’t

heard of it.
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Ti as chops the wood again, erasing his thoughts on the

matter.

Anot her bit of wood as Mars figures out Tias.

MARS
YOU know about it...

Tias ignores, continues cutting wood.

MARS
A fools errand..

actual ly searching for

you?

ULYSSES

You’ re not

it, are

Actually, | did hear about it
once, now that I've had time to

t hi nk upon it.
They both turn to him

U ysses wal ks over to the stunp,
a couple of bits of wood.

pi cks up the axe and cuts

Tias sits

ULYSSES
They say it has the power to
control people s thoughts. A
magi cal sword.

MARS
That’'s right. That’s how | heard
it.

Tl AS
Mars, who told you about the
swor d?

MARS
Who cares? It’s nonsense.
Faery-folk tale...

TI AS
(to U ysses)
s it?
ULYSSES
VWll |'ve not seen it. Nor have |

| ooked for it.
down on a stunp, a little hopel ess.

MARS
What ? You believe that the sword
exi sts? What a dire fool

Tias scow s at Mars.



Mars says

Ti as goes

Ti as nods,

He t hr ows

23.

ULYSSES
He’s not a fool. The nman saved ny
life, remenber?

not hi ng.

ULYSSES
Tias, fetch us some firewood,
will ya?

to pick up some nearby, when -

ULYSSES
Not here. Go further out ... in
THAT direction. At |east ten
skareens yonder --

TI AS
| don’t want to | eave you al one
with him

ULYSSES
You won’t be too far. 1’ ve got
| ungs, | can shout. You’ ve got
| egs, you can run.

wanders towards the forest when -

ULYSSES
Ch, and er - take this.

hima bottle of potion.

TI AS
VWhat is this?

ULYSSES
Medi ci ne, for our friend, Mars.

He | ooks at Mars, Mars | ooks back - what ??

Mars nods,

ULYSSES
(to Mars)

You' |l need to keep taking this
to fight any infections you m ght
obtain fromthat wound. | hope
you understand that this nedicine
right now, is nore valuable to
you than ny tatty trinkets.

weakl y, frustrated.
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EXT. WOCODS BY LAKE - DAY 24

Tias goes to collect wood by hinself. Bends over to
coll ect | ogs when -

A sound... like a whisp of wind, startles him

lgnores it - but then again -

A hum the sound of breath exhaling, echoing across the
forest around him It appears to be comng fromthe | ake
near by.

FAI NT VO CE
Ti as. ..

He goes to the | ake | ooks into the water slowy.

The reflection of a white ghostly figure appears in the
reflection... he | ooks up -

BEFORE HHM - the figure floats, |like a ghost of a naiden.
White and fl uid.

He steps back in fear.

TI AS
A ghost! By the Cods...

GHOST
Ti as, do not be afraid.

He wants to step back, but |ooking around him he can see
the coils of the ghost circling around himas if to
gesture himto stay.

TI AS
What is it? What is happening to
me?

GHOST

| know that you seek the sword.
But you don’t renenber, do you?

TI AS
No. | don't remenber. | don’t
remenber anything. | barely even

know who | aml

GHOST
Tell me what you renenber.

He submts, tries to think

TI AS
| don’t renenber... | can’'t - ah!
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The ghost penetrates through him into his soul and he
gasps. Closes his eyes, renenbering -

| NT. ABANDONED ROOM - NI GHT 25

Back to the room he holds the nmourning woman in his arns.

GHOST (V. O
Try to renenber. Who was this
woman?
TIAS (V. O
She was, sonebody | cared about.
GHOST (V. O
A friend.
TIAS (V. O

A good friend.

GHOST (V. O
Wiy was she crying?

The picture in the |locket, the |ocket in the hand..

TIAS (V.O
Soneone died. Her lover... she
| ost her | over.

GHOST (V. O
Travel further back. Deeper...

The nmenory liquifies into another nenory...

| NT. GARDEN GLADE 26

A beautiful garden. The camera noves towards two | overs
danci ng. The woman fromthe vision - this tinme in white,
bare feet, dancing around, in |ove.

She spins to a stop, |ooks towards us, sparkling eyes and
besot t ed.

A man stands opposite her, smart and elegant. He offers
her hand to a dance.

TI AS
He was her husband, maybe? |
don’t know. She |oved himso
nmuch.

GHOST (V. O
Yes. She did. Then what happened?

They dance around together..
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Suddenly his face, very close-up in pain. H's hand on his
heart. Falls back - slow notion. Collapses to the floor.

Her face in fear - terror.

TIAS (V. O
He di ed.

GHOST (V. O
Yes. He died... you renenber.

Her face turns sideways to | ook at soneone el se.

A close-up of TIAS in the vision, standing away, not
know ng what to do. He | ooks towards his friend. A
cl ose-up of himlooking up, dying.

TIAS (V.0
| was there. He was ny friend.

GHOST (V. O
Yes. and then what happened?
Travel forward...

The nmenory goes to anot her nenory...

| NT. ABANDONED ROOM - NI GHT 27

Alittle before she sits in the chair. She stands at the
vanity, sobbing. He tries to help her, hold her.

She pushes himaway. She takes the |ocket fromthe vanity.

She puts a white cover over the vanity. Wiite covers over
everything. Falls into the chair - slow notion

TIAS (V.0
She lost the will to live.

GHOST (V. O
And she found the will to die.
Now ask yourself this. Wy do you
seek the sword?

The nmenory ends.

EXT. WOODS BY LAKE - SUNSET 28

He opens his eyes and | ooks up at the spirit, who has now
di stanced herself back over the | ake.

Tl AS
| remenber now. | want to use the
sword to save her from herself. |
know that it has special powers.
It can end her sadness.
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The ghost doesn’t respond. It flies a circle around as he
wat ches.

GHOST
U ysses will help you to find the
swor d.

TI AS
He knows where it is?

GHOST

He'll tell you when he knows t hat
your reasons are noble...

The ghost slowly backs off across the | ake and fades..
TI AS
Wait - | have questions | need
answer ed!

He doesn’t know what to say. The ghost di sappears. Light
returns to the scene and all is quiet.

H s face, determ ned and know ng.

EXT. CABIN IN THE WOODS - NI GHT FALLS 29

Tias races back to the cabin where U ysses has set up a
fire opposite Mars.

ULYSSES
Wonder ed where you’' d got to.
What, no firewood?

TI AS
uh -
ULYSSES
No matter. Plenty here for now.
MARS
You | ook |Iike you' ve seen a
ghost .
Ti as | ooks back at Mars. Not a scow, but fear... U ysses
notices too.
ULYSSES
What is it?
TI AS
| did. | saw a spirit across the

| ake. .
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MARS
(1 eani ng back)
Oh this is going to be fun.

TI AS
WIIl you shut your nouth for
once, thief.

U ysses offers a distraction to Mars - a | oaf of bread.

MARS
What ?

ULYSSES
That’'s fine bread right there.

MARS
| hate bread.

ULYSSES
Suit yourself. Tias, tell nme what
you saw? Tel |l us.

Tias sits around the fire slowy, warnms his hands up.
U ysses offers himthe bread instead. He takes it and has
a bite.

TI AS
It was a |lady of the mst. She
hel ped nme to renenber why | cane

here... to find the bastard sword
- to save ny friends wi dow from
despair.

MARS shakes his head. Looks at U ysses. U ysses | ooks back
at Tias, serious, but not know ng how to respond.

TI AS
Conme on, U ysses. You know where
the sword is. You know what it
can do.

U ysses | ooks back at Mars.

MARS
Ch pl ease. Folk tale and
del usions. Water spirits and

rusal ki. You said you hit your
head.

TI AS
| said YOU hit ne on the head.

MARS
| told you it wasn’'t ME



TI AS
Then it was your pathetic
hal f-w t
ULYSSES
(interrupting)
X, hold on a nmonment - 1’11 tell
you what | heard about the sword.
TI AS
(eager)

Go on.

Ti as hands the bread back to U ysses.

ULYSSES

What if | told you that person
who possesses the sword - can
control mnds...

You nean - command peopl
slaves... to do their bi

MARS
(not buying it)
e like
ddi ng?

ULYSSES

Not quite.

TI AS

Vel ? What does it do? What CAN

it

do?

ULYSSES

It can control thoughts. It can
change sonet hing a man knows, or

it

can take it away, and nmake it

forgotten.

MARS
(sarcasm

Well that's easy then. This
myt hi cal sword nusta’ given Tias
here the fal se knowl edge that the
very sword exists in the first

pl ace. G ven hi mdel usi ons of
ghosts and God knows what el se

next -
TI AS

No! - | nean... could it have?
ULYSSES

The sword exists. Ck?

He | ooks at

both them confessing the truth.

29.
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ULYSSES
and | believe the spirit you
saw, was real. The forest is
known for them

MARS eyes narrow, confused and hal f-di sgusted at U ysses.
U ysses casually continues to eat food.

TI AS
Then, will you help nme find it?

ULYSSES
| don’t know where it is.

TI AS
Ch cone on, nmAN

He stands up in protest.

Tl AS
You believe in the ghost and it
told ne that YOU knew how to find
t he sword

He | ooks up at him to Mars, then | ooks down. Chew ng food
slowy to a stop.

ULYSSES
Mars needs hi s nedici ne.

Tias throw the bottle to Mars, who catches, aggressively.
ULYSSES
l’mcold, I"'mgoing to hit the
hay.
He stands up and goes to walk into the cabin.

TI AS
U ysses - the sword -

U ysses turns around, holds his finger up to silence Tias.
Thi nks for a nonent, no eye contact -

ULYSSES
Let me sleep on it.

Tias nods. Lets it go for now.

I NT. CABIN - N GHT 30
It is norning.
Tias’s eyes awaken - close up. He | ooks across at Mars who

still sleeps. Hears a whisper and creak. Looks to see
U ysses at the door whispering to sonmeone outside.
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ULYSSES
Thank you. | have conpany right
now. Cone back in a few days or
so.

Very quietly, he closes the door.

U ysses wal ks into the roomw th a basket of fruit,
berries and herbs. Puts it on the table. Tias pretends he
was asl eep.

U ysses di sappears to his room canera still on the
basket, then to Tias. Goes back to sl eep.

| NT. CABIN - DAY 31
LONG SHOT QUTSI DE

U ysses sits down in his favourite chair and stares across
the roomat Mars as he sleeps, with a worried | ook.

Tias enters quietly fromoutside. Pauses a nonent.

TI AS
Why do you care for hinf? Wiy not
even just, send himon his way
and have naught to do with hin®

ULYSSES
| have ny reasons. Just as you
have yours.

TI AS
(realisation)
You're | onely.

ULYSSES
Yes. That | am

TI AS
VWho delivered the basket?

ULYSSES | ooks across at Ti as.

ULYSSES
A friend.

The sound of Mars stirring and waking. Lets out a big
manly yawn.

MARS
Ah. What are you | ooking at?

TI AS
How can you live with yourself,
doi ng what you do?
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MARS
Tal ki ng about nme again. Good
norning to you, too.

Mars takes the cover off and flexes his arm - now heal ed.
Still arrogant, ungrateful it seens.

ULYSSES
Feel i ng stronger?

MARS
Strong as an ox.

ULYSSES
Then you can go.

U ysses tosses Mars an apple. [tribute to Deathwiter] He
catches - freezes, |ooking up at him

MARS
Go?

TI AS
Go.

ULYSSES

Maybe our act of kindness wl|l
inspire you in future not to rob
and attack decent nen.

Mars thinks. Takes a bite of the apple. Stares into space
a nonent -

MARS
Vell, I won't steal from YOU
agai n.

A smirk. Tias |ooks at Mars in disgust.

MARS
O your del uded friend.

He gets up biting the apple and goes for the door w thout
much thought or renorse, pushing past Tias slightly.

ULYSSES
Wll it'’s a start.

Mars opens the door, closes it behind himhard.

U ysses goes to the wi ndow and watches himstrut off. Mars
pi nches an old grape or bit of nmeat froma plate left out

| ast night by the fire.

U ysses turns back to Tias.
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Tl AS
dad to be rid of him

ULYSSES
Heh.

Doesn’t agree nor di sagree.
U ysses sits back in his favourite chair. Pauses a nonent.

ULYSSES
How s the menory?

TI AS
| don’t renenber anything el se.

ULYSSES
Must be frustrating. Having only
a few pieces of the puzzle,
unable to see the full picture.

TI AS
It’s so vague that |'’mstarting
to believe that none of it is
actual ly real

ULYSSES
How do you nean?

TI AS
Well maybe it’s just bits of
dreans |’ve had. If the wonman and
her husband were that inportant
to me, surely I would renenber
nore about their entire existence
than just those fignents.

ULYSSES
What about your past? Your
chi | dhood?

TI AS
You know, | haven’t even thought
of that until now.

Tias | ooks at Uysses with a revel ation.
U ysses pours hima cup of vodka, and one for hinself.

ULYSSES
You don’t renenber? You nust have
had a strong occupation with
muscl es |i ke that.

TI AS
| worked a farmw th ny father.
Grain, nostly. It was hard work.



ULYSSES
That’ s the route of your
strengt h?

TI AS
Not really. | learned to fight.

ULYSSES
A soldier?

Tl AS
| wanted to be.

Ti as downs t he vodka.

TI AS
When | was younger, there was a
conflict going on between the
t owmnsfol k around the citadel and
the country nmen outside. Farners
st opped tradi ng out of protest. |
never fully understood why.

ULYSSES
Sounds like it was conplicated. |
never cared nuch for politics.

TI AS
Nor did 1. I think it was a
sinple matter of a tyrant taking
over | eadership, and not paying
enough noney out for hardworking
nmen.

ULYSSES
That’ s typi cal

TI AS
Even years | ater when it was
nostly resol ved, the whol e thing
left a sour taste in the nouths
of the kings’ guard. | had
trained nyself for half ny
lifetime how to fight for nmy good
of the city, only to be rejected
and unwel cone to fight anoung
t heir ranks.

ULYSSES
Al'l because your father was a
farmer?

TI AS

Yes.

34.
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ULYSSES
You couldn’t fight for sonething
el se?

TI AS

| started fighting for nyself. In
taverns and streets for noney.

ULYSSES
You honestly don’t seemthe type.

TI AS
| fought clean and honourably,
regardl ess of the dirt beneath ny
feet.

ULYSSES
| don’t doubt that. You' ve
al ready denonstrated your skills.
You’' re a dangerous nman.

TI AS
Am | ?

Tias | ooks up at U ysses alnost |ike an insecure child
seeki ng an answer as he doesn’t trust hinself with it.

ULYSSES
We're all dangerous. People are
dangerous. That’s why | stay away
from’em

U ysses pours anot her vodka and offers it to Tias.
Gestures with his eyebrows.

EXT. WOODS - LONG SHOT 32
Ti me has passed throughout the day.

Animal s, trees, squirrels.

EXT. FI SHI NG POND - DAY 33

Mars finishes a make-shift fishing pole froman old tw g.
Pops a bit of neat or grape on there and starts fishing in
t he | ake.

A long shot with subtle chilling sounds of the deathly
still waters. Silence.

He thinks he has a bite - yanks up the pole to | ook -
not hing on there. Disappointnment in his eyes - |ooks up
across the | ake.

Moving into his eyes - we see the horror as everything
around himstarts to go dark...
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EXT. CABIN - SUNSET
A long shot of the cabin as tine has passed.

A shot of the sun | ow across the tops of trees.

I NT. CABI N - SUNSET

U ysses is preparing food or herbs or sonething with his
back to Ti as.

Tl AS
You said you would tell ne howto
find it.

U ysses turns around and rai ses and eyebrow.

TI AS
... The sword.

ULYSSES
Ah... the sword.

He sits back down.

ULYSSES
Don’t think that the sword woul d
solve all your problens. Let’s
just say that, even if it DCES
exi st, ask yourself, do you
really want to control people’s
t hought s?

TI AS
Only to stop soneone from
dying... froma broken heart.

ULYSSES
l[t's unnatural.

TI AS
It’'s a noble cause. Is that not
good enough?

U ysses thinks. A close-up of his face.

34

35

CUT TGO

EXT. WOODS - SUNSET

POV - the canera SWOOPS THROUGH t he woods frantically,
like the eyes of a wolf darting through the forest.

36
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| NT. CABIN - N GHT 37
U ysses goes back to whatever he was doing at the table.

TI AS
The spirit at the |ake, you told
me it was real.

ULYSSES
| believe so. There are spirits
and all sorts out there in the
forest, by the | akes, in the
ponds.

TI AS
Was it toying with ne?

U ysses | ooks at Tias up and down and judges him Wi ghs
it up in his mnd.

ULYSSES
No. It was not toying with you at
all. You really want to find the
swor d?

TI AS

Yes. Tell ne.
Tias stands up. A stand-off.

CUT TGO

EXT. WOODS - N GHT 38

POV - the canera is now racing towards the door of the
cabin like a nonster, panting and stunbling...

I NT. CABIN - NI GHT 39

U ysses | eans on the table, not giving nuch eye contact.
Al nost talking with shane and defeat, regret.

ULYSSES
The Bastard sword is... a
powerful treasure. It never truly
bel ongs to anyone or anywhere.

TI AS
Is it nearby?
ULYSSES
It’s a days journey away... or

SO.
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TI AS
Is it in the tow? Way has it not
yet been cl ai ned?! Tell nme!

Just as Tias starts to get a little too eager -

THE DOOR BURSTS OPEN

MARS stands there puffing and panting, in the doorway,
| ooking at them both. Gets his breath back, then
approaches U ysses.

MARS
You. . .

He wal ks right up to him

MARS
The sword... tell me where to
find it, it must be m nel

TI AS
Mar s?!

MARS

Shut up, youl!
Turns back to U ysses.

MARS
W zard! You know where it is.
Take ne to it now

ULYSSES
| amnot a wi zard, Mars.

Mars puts his hand on U ysses’ shoul der.
TI AS PUSHES MARS aside to protect U ysses.
Mars pushes Tias back onto the floor in reflex.

Mars then goes and picks up Tias by the scruff of his
neck.

MARS
| let you off easy |ast tine,
boy. And the tine before that.
Now you’ re pushing your | uck.

Ti as shoves Mars’s hands off himassertively. U ysses
st ands behi nd.

ULYSSES
Pi cking on people isn't going to
find you the sword.



Mars and Tias turn to U ysses, both eager to find it.
U ysses cones out with it straight.

ULYSSES
The sword is buried in the
forest, not far from here.

MARS
How f ar ?

TI AS
A day... or so...

Tias | ooks at U ysses realising he’s confessed
i nformati on. Goes quiet.

MARS
So you two have al ready
conferred? You sought to steal
the sword w thout ne!

ULYSSES
Nobody needs to steal anything.
Now you listen to nme. Both of
you.

U ysses pours a vodka and sits in his chair, tries to

chill

out and take control back.

ULYSSES
W'l find the sword... together.
Since you’'re both eager to have
it, and 1’'mthe only one who
knows where it is, then I'm
willing to make a deal with you.

MARS
Well, nane it.

ULYSSES
| will take posession of the
sword... HERE, on behalf of both
of you. W’ll share it.

MARS
Argh no! You'll use it to contro
my mnd. Turn nme into a nmadman!
ULYSSES
The sword will always be in plain
sight. I"'mthe only one that wl|
know how to use it. It’s ny way,
or it’s no way. Your call. Talk
about it amoungst yourselves. |I'm

goi ng outside for sone air. In
t he peace! and the quiet! Away
fromall demandi ng and greed ..

39.
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He | eaves the room slans the door behind himleaving Tias
and Mars together wth al nost nothing to say.

TI AS
He’'s right. Look at us and what
we’' re doing. The sword is
controlling us by its reputation
al one.

Mars | ooks zoned out and unable to respond. D sturbed
still.

Tl AS
What happened to you?

MARS
Way should | tell you?

TI AS
Maybe | can hel p.

MARS
Ar gh.

Mars storns out now Tias foll ows.

EXT. CABIN - N GHT 40

Tias follows Mars outside, where U ysses has started
building a snmall fire.

U ysses | ooks up but just |eaves them be. Continues to
chill out and do his task.

TI AS
It was the spirit, wasn't it. You
saw a spirit in the forest and it
told you about the sword.

Mars stops and hangs his head in shanme - hiding his face
fromTias with his back to him

Tl AS
At | east we know now, that the
spirit is real. W BOTH saw it

Mars discreetly puts his hand on the handl e of his dagger.
MARS
This hermt has played enough
m nd games with us al ready. |
won’t be taken for a fool.

U ysses turns around and calls across to them
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ULYSSES
Are you two ready to listen? To
the voi ce of reason?

Tias | ooks at Mars waiting for his nove.

TI AS
|’ mready.

Mars lets go of the knife.

MARS
" mlistening.

Tias sits by the small fire. Mars sits at a distance in
t he darkness, antisocial. Plays with a rock on the ground.

ULYSSES
We rise early tonorrow and travel
east. The three of us. W take a
shovel and we dig it up.

TI AS
As sinple as that? |’ m not buying
it.

MARS
Si mpl e enough for ne.

Mars fondles the rock in his hand. Sinple-m nded.

TI AS
Vel | ?

U ysses | ooks up at Ti as.

ULYSSES
W' Il also take sone weapons. You
two have try not to kill each
ot her.

TI AS

Wiy do we need weapons?
A pause. And then -

ULYSSES
A creature of the night guards
t he sword

MARS
Here we go AGAI NI

Mars throws the rock into the fire in anger, sending
sparks and enbers into the air, lighting up all their
faces. Stands up. U ysses stands up too.



ULYSSES
WIl you just listen to nme?

42.

Tias talks to hinself, a hint of nadness and paranoi a.

TI AS
A magi cal sword, |ake spirits..
denons of the night...

ULYSSES
Ti as!

MARS
Can it be beaten? Can it be cut?

ULYSSES
| don’t think it can. It is bound
to the sword. It watches over it.
As long as we play by it’s rules,
it shouldn’t cause us any grief.

TI AS
Then why tell us to take weapons?

A stand-off Mars | ooks at Tias - fair point,
U ysses.

ULYSSES
Better safe than sorry. It m ght
play tricks on us. Test us.

Ankward sil ence. Mars | ooks to Tias.
MARS

Admt it Tias. You' re beginning
not to trust him

| ooks at

Ti as shakes his head, but can’t bring hinself to reply

wi th words.

TI AS
VWhat are the rul es?

ULYSSES
You don’t have to worry about
that. 1'lIl be the one holding the

sword, renenber? The denon won’t
show any interest in you.

U ysses takes a bite out of a |loaf of bread and passes it
to Tias. Tias |ooks at Mars then takes a bite, hands it to

Mar s.

MARS
You know | don't like it.
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TI AS
Suit yourself.

Tias | ooks at U ysses then | aughs. Looks back at Mars.
Mars sits down carefully trying to keep his cool. Long
shot of the fire.

Canera pans up to the stars.

EXT. DREAM - STARS 41

The stars becone denser and nore surreal. A femal e voice
i s heard, distraught, crying and screan ng..

VA CE
Pl ease conme back to ne! Don’t
cl ose your eyes, don’t ever close
them please!l!!

The screans echo..

CUT TGO

EXT. QUTSI DE CABI N 42

Tias’ s eyes open, alnost blinded by the sunlight. Looks
over.

Blurry then focusing slowy, A strange dreamcatcher |ike
trinket is being constructed. Tias |ooks up at U ysses
tying the | ast pieces together.

TI AS
U ysses... | had another dream

ULYSSES
You seemto have a | ot of those.

TI AS
Not really.

Tias sits up. Long shot - Uysses and Tias outside, the
fire burned to enbers.

TI AS
Where is Mars?
ULYSSES
| nside. Getting food for the

j our ney.

Ti as pauses a short nonent, then instinctively tries to
get up fast as if a crime had been conmmited.
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ULYSSES
Cal m down. There's nothing in
there worth stealing, really.

Ti as goes again to nmake a nove towards the cabin when -

ULYSSES
Tias. |'ve got to win the mans
trust sonehow. Let himdo his

t hi ng.
Tias calms down. Pays attention to the trinket.

TI AS
VWhat is that?

ULYSSES
Protection against bad spirits.

TI AS
You ARE a wi zard.

ULYSSES
No. Just a hermt. Here...

U ysses takes anot her dream catcher from his pocket.
ULYSSES
Maybe it will help stop your bad
dreans. Keep it on you

Passes it to Tias. Tias accepts. Smles at him

| NT. CABIN - DAY 43

Mars | ooks around at the trinkets and itens in the house,
i ke a burglar would, cautiously. dances out the w ndow
to see the others at a di stance.

Turns his head to the doorway to U ysses’ private room
Deci des to investigate.

| NT. ULYSSES ROOM - DAY 44
Mars wal ks carefully through the hangi ng beads and string
decorations in the doorway. Looks around then at the
floor. A sinple bed on the ground nade of rags.

Looks across on the shelf and sees nore bottles of the
pi xi e vodka.

Sneakily fills his water skin with the vodka, grinning to
hi nmsel f.
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EXT. OUTSI DE CABI N - DAY 45
U ysses has two swords in hand. Hands one to Ti as.

ULYSSES
Here you are, fighter. You need
no | essons from ne.

Tias ties the sword to his belt. Uysses hands him a water
skin, also.

TI AS
| could teach you a thing or two.
How to defend yourself better.

ULYSSES
| " m sure you coul d.

Mars energes fromthe door.

ULYSSES
Are you ready?

MARS
Let’s just get going, eh?

ULYSSES
Her e.

Hands Mars the other sword. Tias | ooks on and bites his
tongue as Mars holds it up aggressively exam ning the
shar pness and quality.

ULYSSES
Don’t upset the spirits, Mars.

Mars | ooks at U ysses in disgust.

MARS
Pfft. Spirits.

He sheaths the sword. U ysses offers hima water skin

MARS
|"ve got ny own.

U ysses puts a travellers’ bag on his shoulders with pots,
pans, skins and all sorts of itens. Picks up a shovel.

ULYSSES
Al'l right, then.

He cl oses the door of his hone and starts wal ki ng east.
TI AS

That’'s it? What about bandits
robbi ng your house?
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ULYSSES
There are no bandits.

TI AS
(pointing to Mars)
What about hi n?

ULYSSES
(turns around)
He’'s just a one-off.

46 EXT. JOURNEY - MONTAGE - DAY 46

A nontage of travelling through the woods. U ysses |eading
t he way.

Jour neyi ng through fields, over streans and dead forest.

Mars sipping his "water’. The others sipping water.

47 EXT. WOODS - JOURNEY - DAY 47
U ysses wal ks to the foreground - |ow shot angle, and puts
his shovel into the ground and stops.

TI AS
Is this it? R ght here?
ULYSSES
What? No... | just need to get
somet hi ng.
TI AS
On.

U ysses picks up a strange ornanent of sticks hanging off
strings.

TI AS
VWhat’s that thing you got there?
More protection?

ULYSSES
This is a guiding stick.

MARS
A magi ¢ wand.

U ysses turns his head over his shoulder and | ooks at Mars
condescendi ngly.

ULYSSES
Yeah. It’s a magic wand. Sinply
due to the fact that YOU have
never seen one before, thus do

( MORE)
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ULYSSES (cont’ d)
not understand it, thus it MJST
BE a magi ¢ wand. Your logic is
i npeccabl e.

Mars screws his face up baffled and belittl ed.
U ysses turns around slowy and points the wand at Mars.

MARS
What are you doi ng?

ULYSSES
Casting a spell to stop you from
ever stealing again. Ha ha!

MARS
Stop it now

TI AS
U ysses?!

ULYSSES
(to both)
Oh |ighten up. You take things so
seriously. Both of you.

U ysses breathes in deeply and contently.

ULYSSES
Breathe in. Snell that?

Mars and Tias sniff feebly a few tinmes, confused. They
shake their heads.

ULYSSES
That’'s the snell of beauty. The
beauty of nature. The snell of
the world being as close to how
it should be as it could ever
get. Appreciate it while it
| asts. Be one with it.

MARS
s this why you dragged as out
here? To give us a | esson on
pagani sm and tree-huggi ng?

U ysses sighs. Shakes his head giving up.

ULYSSES
VWhat ever .

He picks up the shovel and continues wal ki ng.
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TI AS
Were are you goi ng?

ULYSSES
(cal l'i ng back)
Taki ng you to your precious
sword. It’s this way.

They quickly try and catch up with him

EXT. DEAD FOREST - SUNSET 48

Mars smashes his way through dead trees with his sword,
letting out anger and using all his m ght.

Tias and U ysses trail behind.

ULYSSES
You' re wasting your energy. W'l
have a |lot of digging to do when
we find the spot.

Mars stops a nonent to get his breath back. Swi gs sone of
the stolen vodka with his back to them

MARS
It’s all right. 1’ve got plenty
left.

He then resunes hitting the trees and noving forward. Tias
turns to Uysses quietly.

TI AS
Sonet hi ng doesn’'t feel right. Hm
meki ng all that noise |like that.

U ysses nods and calls to Mars.

ULYSSES
Mars. Gve it arest wll ya?

Mars westles a rotten tree with his bare hands just to
annoy the ot hers.

MARS
Arrrrghh! '

ULYSSES
You' |l disturb the spirits. Don't
break the rules.

MARS
Oh cone on, w zard! They’re dead!

He ki cks one over.
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MARS
Doesn’t nean anything, just a bit
of fun.

ULYSSES

Trees never die. They just change
form Becone sonething el se.

MARS
More rules. Mbre useless facts in
an attenpt to control ne.

ULYSSES
It’s not like that at all. It’s
merely principle. Alack of
respect for the serenity of the
| and.

Mars picks up a little twg and wal ks right up to U ysses.

HOLDS THE TWG up to his face and SNAPS I T with his
fingers.

MARS
Conme on then, spirits!

Mars steps back. Cearly drunk, opens his arns up and
calls to the forest sarcastically.

MARS
| call upon the spirit of the
grimforest. Cone spirits! Cone
dryads! Energe fromthe rotten
trees and puni sh ne!

He stands there and stares at the others waiting, arns
open.

MARS
Not hi ng. They don’t care. They’ ve
nmoved on.

He cal n8 down, lowers his arns and his sword.

MARS
And so shoul d we.

He hears a snap in the distance - quickly turns around
sober and alert.

MARS
(tribute to the granary)
What was that?

Tias noves his eyes left and right, nmouth gawpi ng.
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MARS

You heard it too, boy.
TI AS

| did.
ULYSSES

Couldn’t be spirits and dryads
now, could it Mars?

A stand-off. Mars decides to sheath his sword in defeat.

ULYSSES
Let’s find a place to build a
fire.

TI AS
Are we not close yet?

ULYSSES
W' re pretty close. But it’s
getting dark and I won’'t be able
to find the spot.

TI AS
Not even w thout the magi c wand?

U ysses | ooks at Ti as.

ULYSSES
It’s a guiding stick.
TI AS
Sur e.
49 EXT. CAMPFI RE - N GHT 49

A nice canpfire is set. Uysses prepares food over the
fire wth his pots and pans etc.

The three of themaround the fire, like a triangle, not
too close to each other. Darkness behind them as the dark
forest speaks with wild animals.

TI AS
(to U ysses)
VWhat will YOU do with the sword?

ULYSSES
Shhh.
TI AS
What is it?
U ysses pauses a nonent and eyes roll left and right, |ike

a fisherman waiting for a bite. He picks up an unused pan
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as a weapon and creeps towards the edge of the |ight,
| ooking into the bl ackness. Stands there.

MARS
(eating like a piQ)
Pl ayi ng nore ganes?

U ysses turns around to face Mars with no expression.
Canera noves into himfast... suddenly -

A NO SE SCURRI ES behind Mars - |ike an ani nal

Mars gets up quickly and draws his sword. Tias does the
sane.

ULYSSES
Easy, now.

TI AS
VWhat is it?

ULYSSES
Somret hi ng knows we’ re here.

TI AS
The denon?

ULYSSES
Yes. | think so.

MARS

Then it nust be slain, quickly!
Mars takes a step forward and raises his sword.

ULYSSES
Is there an ounce of wisdomin
that thick skull of yours, Mrs?

MARS
Don't nock me -

Sonet hi ng scurries behind Mars again, a close rustling in
the night. He U-turns quickly sword at the ready.

THEN - it scurries behind TIAS. He turns around too. They
all back towards the fire, afraid of the darkness.

Tl AS
WIIl it strike? WII it hurt us?

ULYSSES
Could do. |If soneone angered it
by say, meking |ots of noise and
smashi ng down trees.
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MARS
Al right! Al right! It was just
a bit of fun. YOU take things too
seriously.

Mars creeps towards an area raising his sword silently.

Tl AS

What are you doi ng?
MARS

Wait for it -

Approaches a bush, hears a tiny rustling sound - and then
STRI KE!

He cuts into the bush with all his mght, repeatedly,
paranoi d and unfocused.

MARS
Argh!! begone!

U ysses approaches carefully behind him The noise has
st opped.

ULYSSES
Move asi de.

Mars lets himinvestigate the outcone of the bush. Reaches
in slowy - towards the canera... creating tension on
purpose to tease Mars...

He then quickly turns around - startles Both of themto
reveal a DEAD ANI MAL! A pheasant or rabbit, perhaps.

MARS
Arghh!! Don’t do that.

Tias laughs. Mars is scared out of his wts.

ULYSSES
| don’t know about you, Mars but
| quite fancy a bit of Denon for
di nner tonight. What do you
reckon?

After Tias stops chuckling and U ysses returns to the fire
preparing the animal -

TI AS
So there was no denon?

ULYSSES
Denons have no pernmanent form
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TI AS
So it’s a shape-changer.

ULYSSES
Nor do they have one pernmanent
host. They can mani f est
t hensel ves in many ways.

TI AS
What are you trying to say?

U ysses turns to themboth in seriousness.
ULYSSES

| " m sayi ng consider this a
war ning, to be on the safe side.
It wanted to scare us - and it
did. Job done. Put it behind us
and learn fromit.

Mars settles down and puts his sword away.

ULYSSES
Rl GHT, Mars?

Mars hunbly nods. Nothing to say.
U ysses | ooks at Tias and snmiles. A smle back.

Long shot of the canp fire to close the scene.

EXT. MARSHLAND - DAY 50

The adventurers continue their journey through different
sorts of woodl and and neadows.

They approach a dense and m sty area near marshl and.
U ysses | eads, then Tias, then Mars at the back. Mars this
ti me behaving, quiet.

POV SHOT - sonething stal ks them from between the trees in
t he di stance, hiding and keeping up with them

EXT. CLEARI NG - DAY 51
U ysses cones to a stop in the mddle of a dirt clearing.

MARS
VWhat is it this tinme, w zard?

TI AS
The wand -- the guiding stick...
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ULYSSES
Nope. The shovel .

U ysses stabs the shovel into the earth casually.

MARS
VWhat about it?

U ysses turns around to face them

TI AS
The sword... it’s here?
ULYSSES
Yep.
TI AS
But we’ve hardly travelled at
all. We could have gotten here by
yesterday... easily.

Tias turns to Mars al so, alnost siding with hima nonent.

ULYSSES
| was hungry. Damm it boy, you
really are eager to claimthe
sword aren’t you? ...

U ysses takes the shovel fromthe ground and hands it to
Tias. Tias stands there | ooking at him

TI AS
|’msorry. No, | would not
deprive a man of food and rest.

Mars steps forward.

MARS
| woul d.

Mars takes the shovel instead and goes to the point where
U ysses stood before.

MARS
Her e?

U ysses nods to him

Mars foots the shovel and begins. A shot |ike raiders of
the last ark as the shovel head pulls into focus.

A MONTAGE OF DIGA NG Tias and Mars share turns. U ysses
| ooks on. ..
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EXT. CLEARI NG - LATER 52
A big hole has been dug. Mars is still digging, but Tias
has been digging too. They both have worked up a sweat.
MARS
(to Tias)

Your turn again.

G ves Tias the shovel. Looks up at U ysses who plays with
trinkets, ropes and sticks, sitting by a tree.

MARS
Not going to even bother to hel p?

ULYSSES
| don't want it.

MARS
Why not ?

Tias | ooks at U ysses, curious to his answer.

U ysses | eans forward.

ULYSSES
You both came knocki ng on MY
door. | didn't invite you. CK, so
one of you knocked, the other
just barged in. I owe you
not hi ng.

TI AS
He’s right, Mars.

MARS
Fair. But still you have not

answered ny questi on.
A pause. U ysses | ooks up again.

ULYSSES
You want to know why | don’t care
about the sword?

Tias and Mars standing there with a nod, waiting |ike two
little kids asking the neaning of |ife.

ULYSSES
| don’t NEED the sword. Who's
mnd am | going to control ?
Yours? The birds? The badgers?

MARS
I i1l don’t trust you, w zard.
Al this digging could be for
[

st
I
not hing. The sword coul d even be
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ULYSSES
- and just when did | betray your
"trust’, Mars?

Mars shuts up. U ysses stands up and approaches him Tias
in the background with the shovel, |ooking up.

ULYSSES
Was it when | DIDN T poison you
wi th medicine? Was it when |
didn’t banish you out in the
rain? Was it when | didn’t run
you through with the sword |
DIDN T |l end you?

MARS
Now just wait a mnute -

U ysses has already picked up the sword Mars left by the
tree and has approached even closer. Points the sword at
himlike a | ecturing stick.

ULYSSES
You wanna | earn sone damm
respect, thief. Talking to ne and
Tias the way you do.

MARS
VWhat are you doi ng?

Mars backs off. U ysses slowy corners himtowards a tree
and a sone dense foliage.

ULYSSES
Maybe | SHOULD kill you. Both of
you... and take the sword for

nmysel f. Wiy would | be a fool to
share it, eh?

U ysses looks at Tias in a way to alnbst say ’trust nme on
this’. Raises his sword at Mars.

MARS
You' re mad! St op!

Rai ses the sword higher - ready to strike..

ULYSSES
Ahhh!!

BUT THEN -

ULYSSES PUSHES MARS to the side, then reaches around
behind the tree with sword held high..

Pul I s out ANOTHER BANDI T! One that ran away earlier,
VIKTOR Grabs himby the scruff of the neck, pulls him
into the clearing and slanms himto the floor.
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TI AS
U ysses!

Tias runs over and hel ps. A struggle as U ysses and Tias
wrestle Viktor to the ground.

ULYSSES
(to Viktor)
Wo are ya! Way were you hiding
behi nd that tree?!

Vi ktor, the coward, struggles and is too scared to reply.
Mars steps behind and sees his face..

MARS
Vi kt or ?

The others | ook up at Mars - huh? Mars smles.

MARS
Vi ktor!!

Mars intervenes and grabs Viktor hinself, puts himto his
feet. The others back off and et Mars do his thing.

ULYSSES
You know hi nf?

TI AS
Sadly, so do |

Mars hold himup by the scruff of his collar.
MARS

My old friend the deserter. The
rabbit cone back to steal the

carrots.
VI KTOR
Now, now Mars... | didn’t |eave
you.
MARS
Oh yes you did.
VI KTOR
The odds were against us. | -
MARS
The odds were agai nst you?! Three
on one?
VI KTOR
Well uh... | didn’t nean those

ki nds of odds.
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TI AS
(folding his arnms |ike
Sagat)
Oh how t he table have turned.
They all stand there |ooking at Viktor, lined up three on
one.
VI KTOR
|’ msorry, Mars. Really..
pani cked.
Mars | ooks at himas if he was going to kill him Tension
rises... the others ook at him He draws breath as if to

strike but then -
He lets himgo and sl aps himon the back.

MARS
Ah it’s great to see the face of
a friend, even one sought but
only in fair weather.

He wal ks of f and goes to sip his "water’ skin. Viktor
brushes hinself off. and straightens out his rags. He

| ooks around at everyone and realises how they re suddenly
wor ki ng toget her on sonet hi ng.

VI KTOR
What’ s goi ng on here? Wiy are you
not killing each other? And who
is this strange man? He | ooks
like a wi zard!

[ Audi ence | aughs]

Mars finishes sipping his vodka. Looks up at U ysses with
an idea, then back to Viktor.

MARS
That' s because he is.

VI KTOR
You’' re under his command! GCh ny
this can’t be good.

Vi ktor steps back as if he were thinking of running away
agai n.

MARS
Don’t be a fool, Viktor. Not
twice in this man’s presence.

Tal ki ng about Ti as.
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VI KTOR
|’ msorry. Wat, then?

MARS
U ysses?

He | ooks at U ysses to conplete the "story’. U ysses has a
t hi nk, rubs his chin, then steps forward.

ULYSSES
Mght as well tell himthe truth.

TI AS
(worry)
The truth?

A pause, U ysses glares at Tias as if to say 'l ook past ny
| yi ng eyes’.

ULYSSES
Yes. The truth. We're digging to
find a treasure.

Vi ktor's greedy eyes light up a noment. A hint of a smle.

VI KTOR
No... Right here??

TI AS
No, not right here. W just
t hought we’d dig a hole for
practi se.

Vi kt or nods, unaware of any kind of joke.

MARS
O course it’s here, you grim
i diot!

VI KTOR

Vell, what is it?

ULYSSES
A very rare and val uabl e sword.

TI AS
The bastard sword.

The others look at Tias a little shocked at how nuch truth
he carel essly nmentioned, but go with it. He wal ks past
Vi kt or .

TI AS
Ever heard of it?

Mars is curious to the answer. Vi ktor pauses and searches
his sinple mnd.
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VI KTOR
(has no cl ue)
No.
MARS
Then you’ Il care naught about it.

Mars grabs the shovel and starts digging. Viktor watches
hi mthrough the earth thrown into the air.

VI KTOR
How wi | | you divide the val ue of
one sword? Three ways, | nean?

They | ook up at him Mars stops digging. Uysses answers.

ULYSSES
| have enployed themto help ne.
They will gain their share
t hrough other treasures |I have
al ready shown to them

Mars and Tias seemto agree with the story A nod. Mars
goes back to digging.

VI KTOR
| can help dig. Enploy ne too,
will you er... Uyson?

ULYSSES
U ysses. This is Tias.

Vi ktor makes a nental note of their nanmes, as an effort to
show nore interest than he actually care for.

ULYSSES
"1l let your friend, Mars decide
if he wishes to split his share
with you. It’s up to him

Mars | ooks at Uysses. His face hides a bit of anger -
cornered now - doesn’t know what to say.

ULYSSES
Mars is a fair man. Once you get
past that brash, defensive
exterior. Still, don't let him
| eave you short. It’s your
decision too. Don't let him..
control your... mnd...

U ysses | ooks at Mars right in the eye.

Mars receives the nmessage. Hol ds the shovel up towards
Vi kt or.
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MARS
A quarter of ny share - if we
find the sword.

VI KTOR
A hal f.

MARS
A QUARTER.

Vi ktors eyebrows first say it’'s unfair but... after a
moment he smles and realises it’'s the best he can do -
for now. Nods.

VI KTOR
[’Il find us the sword.

Vi ktor starts digging. Mars | ooks at himsecretly, like an
animal hunting its prey. Camera pans down past the shovel
i nto darkness.

EXT. CLEARI NG - N GHT 53

Afire is made in the clearing beside the now bigger hole
in the ground. The shovel stuck in the ground.

U ysses and Tias sit on one side of the fire whilst Mars
and Viktor - the bandits - share the water skin of stolen
vodka and catch up on old tines.

MARS
Ha ha! If he could see us now,
eh?

VI KTOR

He probably woul dn’t even get the
shovel into the ground. O better
yet - listen to this - he would
find the sword... no! It would
find him He' d be the sort to
trip and fall and land on it
gut-first!

MARS
Wth his arnms and | egs dangling
in the air, ha hal Slowy sinking
down like fish on a pike! I can
see it now

VI KTOR
Oh... poor Lars... he had his
nonents... he did..

They | augh and share nore vodka. Focus pull fromthose two
into the foreground where U ysses and Tias watch in
di sgust at the thieves.
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TI AS
Look at him Thinks he’'s a man
worthy of title. Six foot tall,
arns |ike tree-trunks and hair of
el enmental fire. A real ’'grande
warrior’.

ULYSSES
The way this all works out will
mai nl y depend on you, friend.

TI AS
Wy me?

ULYSSES
The deci si ons you nmake. How you
choose to handl e what ever peopl e
like Mars and Vi ktor will throw
at you.

TI AS
Mars is just a bully. He has no
real intellect. Goes by instinct.
Maybe we could use the sword to
turn himinto a better nman.

U ysses’s face, looking at Tias as Tias | ooks at Mars.
Li ke a nmother caring for her child in a fleeting nonent.
U ysses | ooks away before Tias turns back to him

Back to the bandits - Mars stands up drunk, swaying a bit.
G abs a sword.

MARS
Come on Vi ktor, cone and show us
what you’ re made of!

VI KTOR
What ? Noooo! | wouldn’t stand a
chance and you KNOWit.

MARS
"1l go easy, heh heh, really...

He goes over to Tias and picks up his sword. Tias just

| ooks up at him Eye contact between then, but Mars,
enpty-eyed like a shark, turns away and staggers back to
Vi kt or.

Passes Vi ktor the other sword.

MARS
Over here, cone on

They go off to the digging area, further away from Ti as
and U ysses. Start play-fighting on the edge of the hole.
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MARS
Stri ke, nman!

Vi ktor, the obvious light-weight drinker of the two goes
to swing. Mars steps aside, and Viktor trips and falls
down into the hole.

Mars stands there | aughing proud, |ike Sagat.

MARS
Ha ha ha!

[ Mars and Vi ktor continue to ness around and spar in the
background as Tias and U ysses have a tal k.. .]

Back to Tias and U ysses | ooki ng on.
TI AS
Fickle. Both of them Yet so
tense, before.

ULYSSES
They’ re drunk.

U ysses casually sips his owm drink - whatever it nmay be.

TI AS
What ? How? ... Oh.

Tias realises. Alittle angry on behalf of U ysses.

ULYSSES
They’ Il feel it in the norning.
That’ s justice enough for ne.
TI AS
Heh. ' Never steal fromyou
agai n’ .
ULYSSES

| can get nore pixie spirit. It’s
not a problem

TI AS
You seem able to get anything you
want .

ULYSSES

Anything | NEED, pretty much.
"Need” and 'want’ are two very
di fferent things.

TI AS
Vel |l then... what nakes you WANT
to live here all alone in a place
like this?
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ULYSSES
Don't you think it’s a nice
pl ace?

of the two. The trees, the sky...

TI AS
Well, yes it is.
ULYSSES
It’s beautiful. It’s got

everything | need. Listen to

t hose sounds, breathe the air.
There’ s nobody around. The world
is mne... or OURS you coul d say.

TI AS
Good answer. | can’'t disagree.
Don't you visit the town?

ULYSSES
No... no... well, not for many
years now.

TI AS
Sonet hi ng happened?

ULYSSES
This forest has been around
| onger than that nasty little
t own.

TI AS
Wl |, obviously.

ULYSSES
It was never nmeant to BE, but
they built it anyway. People,
spreading like a virus.
Consum ng, destroying, devouring
everything. They' Il get here in
the end. One day there won't be
any forests, or pixie spirit...
or ancient relics in the ground.
Just peopl e packed together in
this infinite Qubliette.

TI AS
That’s a long tine away. Wn’'t
happen in your lifetinme, nor
m ne.

ULYSSES
But it WLL happen. They’' |l build
cities so dense they’' Il run out

of space to make 'em and start
bui | di ng upwards into the cl ouds.

( MORE)

64.
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ULYSSES (cont’ d)
The people on top will forget
about the peopl e underneath and
nobody will ever know of the
worl d’s true beauty.

TI AS
| woul d never have thought that
far ahead. It’s good that you

care.
ULYSSES
| care, sonmewhat.
TI AS
But ?
ULYSSES
But there’s nothing | can do
about it. | am but one nman.

Tias - a nmelancholy smle, as Mars approaches, with a
sword in his hand, full of energy and punped up.

MARS
Want to spar, friend?

Tias | ooks up at Mars - want’s to question the word
"friend” but is wser not to.

TI AS
| require no practise, but thanks
for the offer.

AS THEY SPEAK - Viktor in the digging hole craw s drunk
and bubbly. Another sip of the water-skin tangled around
his neck on a | eather strap.

Sword in his hand, bored of it, throws it down. Finds the
shovel . Yanks it awkwardly out of the ground. Throws the
wat er - skin down and starts trying to dig...

MARS
One can not i nprove upon
perfection eh? Ch conme on, nman.
Your pride will do you no good.
Conme and show us your skills.

TI AS
Wth respect... "friend ... I'1]
not cross swords with with a man
unl ess | need to.

VI KTOR CONTINUES to dig... His determ nation and focus
i ncreasi ng.
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MARS
Then cone and have a dri nk.
Vi ktor! Pass us it!

Vi ktor doesn’t hear. Just digs.
TI AS
You stol e the vodka from U ysses.
It’s not even yours to give.

Just as Mars’ face begins to screw up with a hint of

drunken anger... U ysses speaks quickly -
ULYSSES
| let himtake it, Tias. | told
him.. you didn’t hear... you
were asleep. | told himhe could
hel p hinself to any food or
drink. ..
TI AS
But | thought you nmeant earlier
that. ..

VI KTOR stri kes sonmething harder than dirt. H's eyes |ight
up and he draws breath to shout - but holds his tongue.

ULYSSES
It’s all just m sunderstanding.
Have a drink by all neans.

Tias | ooks at Mars - wi shing he could be angry. No answer.
U ysses offers his own water skin of vodka.

ULYSSES
Here, have sone of m ne, then.

Seens everyone is sporting vodka except Ti as.

TI AS
Not tonight, thank you.

U ysses takes it back and has a sip.

VI KTOR has managed to clear away the nud froma sword-|ike
shape wapped in material. He starts to unravel the
material like a child opening a Christmas present. ..

MARS
| know you're a fighter, boy. A
good one. You're a dangerous man.
You MJST be. Do you renenber,
yet?

Tias | ooks up at Mars in denial. Before he can respond -
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VI KTOR
Aha! | have it! | have the sword!

Vi ktor stands up and holds - THE BASTARD SWORD hi gh above
hi s head!

It is beautiful - elegant, etched and jewel |l ed. Not a
sword that has seen conbat at all

The others stand up and approach slowy, staring in awe
and anti ci pation.

TI AS
It’s beautiful...
MARS
It |ooks so... powerful...

ULYSSES says not hing. Behind them he has no shock in his
face, only the |l ook of "here we go again’, rolling his
eyes.

Mars approaches Vi ktor, alnost grabbing it, but fighting
the tenptation. Tias turns to Mars.

TI AS
Mars. You renenber the plan.

Mars has a think. Conposes hinself. Steps back - a hint of
forced honour. Delivers his comrand.

MARS
Vi ktor, give the sword to
U ysses.

U ysses | ooks up nysteriously behind themin the shadow
and waits, as if he were watching a perfornance.

VI KTOR
Just a nonent.

Vi kt or | ooks cl oser at the sword.
VI KTOR
A quarter of a third... that’'s
t hat ?

ULYSSES
A twel fth.

VI KTOR
Atwelfth, right.

TI AS
Viktor. Gve Uysses the sword.

Viktor |ooks to Mars, suddenly beconi ng his henchman
agai n.
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VI KTOR
Mars...?

Mars screws his face up in confusion - whatd ya want?

Tl AS
Vi ktor . .

VI KTOR
Mars you have a sword in your
hand. Think... quickly.

Mars’ face - |ooking down in thought, fighting hinself
within his mnd, the sword in hand held | ow.

MARS
(staring down into space)
So do you, Viktor.

Vi kt or steps back carefully until he finds the other spare
sword that was dropped earlier (the one lent to Tias).
Picks it up in the other hand.

VI KTOR
This sword was not neant for
battle. It must not be scratched.

Vi ktor thrusts the bastard sword into the ground behind
him Holds onto the handle for a nmonment in awe.

VI KTOR
It seens... magical. There’'s
sonmet hing about it. It | ooks..
pricel ess.

ULYSSES

It IS priceless.

Vi ktor 1 ooks quickly at Uysses like an old witch glaring
at a child.

He | eaves the sword in the ground then slowy advances
back towards Mars and the others with the regul ar sword.

He noves into a position beside Mars, making his mnd up
for him It ends up two arned bandits | ooking towards two
unarmed nmen. Mars doesn’t even realise until he | ooks up.

Mars | ooks between Vi ktor and the others |i ke Vader
bet ween Luke and Pal patine. Deciding in his mnd what to
do.

VI KTOR
Back off, now That’'s it.

U ysses and Tias take a few steps back, giving Mars and
Vi kt or nore space.
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VI KTOR
What now, Mars?

Mars | ooks down. Thinks. Looks at the others, |ooks back
down again until he finally gives his comand.

MARS
Viktor... Gve the sword to
U ysses.

VI KTOR

You call yourself an expert
THI EF? You' re a begi nner!

Mars turns to face Viktor in the eye now, breathing
heavi er, psyching up. Hand tightens on the sword, ready.

MARS
Vi ktor. G VE THE DAMN SWORD TO
ULYSSES! NOW !
Vi ktor cowers - a few steps back...

VI KTOR
... | don't have it.

Tias goes to take a step forward, but U ysses puts his

hand on his shoulder - no... |eave them be.
ULYSSES
(whi speri ng)
Wai t .
MARS

Then | will give it to him
He marches towards the sword. In a swift and reckl ess
reaction, Viktor takes a swing at Mars before he can get
toit.
Mars - suddenly sober and focused, ducks the attack and
shoul der barges him pushing himflat onto his back.
Losi ng no bal ance, he gets to the bastard sword.
He takes a nonent before touching it to take it out of the
ground. Just before he touches it - POV over his shoul der
He senses an attack from behi nd. Side-steps, bl ocks.

He fights Viktor effortlessly. Literally blocking and
circling him Repeatedly bashes Viktor’s sword.

As Viktor is standing with his back to the deepest part of
the hole, Mars bashes the sword out of his hand.

It’s a stand-off. Mars arned - Viktor hel pl ess.
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VI KTOR
What has happened to you? This
was an opportunity! It was in the
bag, couldn’t have been easier!

Mars | owers his sword.

He then bends down and carefully picks up the spare sword
beside Viktor. Throws it down towards the others, |anding
in the ground.

Mars still facing the others, has his back to Viktor. He
stands in silence listening...

Ti as takes the sword that was throw to himand holds it,
prepared for what m ght happen next.

VI KTOR
Al right. Al right! Atwelfth.

Can’t blane a man for trying to
make a |iving.

Mars ignores, his back still to Viktor

VI KTOR
Mars? Atwelfth? & the sword?

MARS
Aye. A twelfth of the sword.

Mars | ooks at the others - al nost possessed in the eyes,
takes a breath then suddenly -

STABS VIKTOR with the end the end of the sword!
Looks himin the eye as he squirns and withes in agony.

U ysses and Tias stand in shock. Tias wants to intervene
but U ysses gestures to stop him

MARS
Atwelfth of MY sword, you weak
little man.

VI KTOR
Ackkk! Mars!

MARS

Better yet, take it ALL!

Mars plunges the rest of the sword through Viktor, sealing
t he deal

He then boots Viktor into the hole as he pulls the bl oody
sword out.

Mars takes a nonent to breathe in the nonent, proudly and
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sinister. Plunges the bl oody sword into the ground - which
pul Il s back to focus agai nst U ysses.

Mars approaches the bastard sword.

Tl AS
You didn't have to kill him W
had control

MARS
W woul d have never kept it.
Sooner or later he would have
daggered us in our sleep.

TI AS
You don’t know t hat.
MARS
Ch, | knowit well. "Twas | that

t aught hi m so.

Mars carefully puts his hand around the handl e of the
bastard sword and draws it up to the sky. Holds it an
admres it.

TI AS
Mars. G ve the sword to U ysses.

Mars | ooks at Tias over his shoulder. A brief pause then
approaches Ul ysses.

MARS
O course.

Tosses the sword so that it’s handle faces U ysses.
U ysses accepts.

U ysses imediately takes a cloth fromhis pack and w aps
the sword up, ties it with string.

TI AS
VWhat now?

ULYSSES
What now? \What do you think?

U ysses uses his bag as a pillow, sets it by the fire and
puts the sword underneath, |ays down.

TI AS
What are you doi ng?

ULYSSES
I’mtired. 1’mgoing to sleep.
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TI AS
VWhat about the sword?

U ysses sits up.

ULYSSES
What about it? It’s right here.

U ysses | ays back down and gets confortable.

ULYSSES
W'l | head back tonorrow, but not
before | bury your friend, Mars.

MARS
Way bother? Let himto the wol ves
to pick himclean

ULYSSES
Because it’s inportant to ne...
that he is returned back to the
earth from whence he cane.
Respect ny wish. It’'s the |east
you could do for everything |’ ve
had to put up wth.

TI AS
It will be done, U ysses.

ULYSSES
Very wel | .

Cl oses his eyes.

The others put a final log on the fire. Along shot to
cl ose the scene as the night passes.

EXT. CLEARI NG - DAY

Tias wakes up to sight of burnt-out enbers. |ooks up at
t he ot hers.

U ysses has finished burying Viktor. Mars stands beside
hi m and wat ches.

Ti as gets up.

TI AS
| slept |ate.

ULYSSES

It’s all right. Didn’'t wanna wake
ya. Al done now.

U ysses picks up sone powder froma pouch and throws it

onto the earth, munbling inaudible words to hinself |ike a

little chant.
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The others don’t question it. Uysses turns around and
pi cks up his bag, and the bastard sword, ready to |eave.

Mars wal ks down the hill past Tias, eager to |eave.

Tl AS
Just |like that?

U ysses approaches Tias. Tias calls to Mars -

TI AS
Well aren’t you going to say a
few words at | east? He was your
friend.

Mars stops, thinks. A subtle nod.
MARS
You're right | suppose. There was
sonmething | needed to say before
we | eave.

Tias smles and nods, |ooking at Uysses. Thinking to
hi nsel f he got sone goodness from Mars.

Mars approaches the nound, back to them
Starts taking a piss over the grave of his friend.
Ti as, shocked and angry. Shakes his head and turns away.

ULYSSES
Leave himto it, boy.

Mars conmes back down, relieved.

ULYSSES
Feel better for that?

MARS
Sure do. Cone on w zard!

Mars bounds past themfull of energy, alnost |eading the
way back. U ysses and Tias | ook at each other, sighing,
then foll ow

EXT. WOODLAND JOURNEY - DAY - LATER

Mars is ahead a bit. Tias and U ysses stroll slowy
behi nd.

TI AS
Do you think he knew the truth
about the sword?
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ULYSSES
VWho, Viktor? Naw. ..

TI AS
How can you be so sure? He nust
have heard us speaki ng about it
t he ni ght before?

ULYSSES
The ni ght before?

TI AS
You renenber... when Mars killed
that [animal]?
U ysses stops wal ki ng.

ULYSSES
Viktor wasn't there, Tias.

Ti as doesn’t know what to say. Muth open, realisation.

U ysses starts wal king again w thout him

ULYSSES
Keep up, now. W’'ll need to canp
one nore night before we get back

hone.

Canmera stays on Tias's face. Eventually conposes hinself
and follows the others.

EXT. WOODS CAMP - N GHT 56

It’s the mddle of the night. The fire burns dimand Mars
is asleep. Uysses sleeps on the other side |l eaning by a
tree. The bastard sword sits next to him- but not

t ouchi ng hi m

TI AS STARES at the sword, w de awake. The fire glowing in
his eyes. Takes the dream catcher from his pocket, | ooks
at it a nonent. Puts it back.

HE SLOALY BEG NS to rise... |looks at Mars m dway, who
snores. Continues to rise to his feet.

Ti p-toes towards the sword and crouches down, his shadow
passi ng over U ysses’ sl eeping face.

Tias carefully picks up the sword - wapped in cloth. He
unravels a part of the cloth to reveal the shiny

i mmacul ate sword, the flame reflecting against it
perfectly.

Canera noves in towards Tias's face. The tenptati on.
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Wth the sword in hand, and squatted down, he turns behind
him checking Mars. Still asleep. Checks U ysses, stil

asl eep.

He can see the tiredness and the trust in the face of

U ysses. Decides... to cover the sword back up and return
it.

Wanders back to where he was sl eeping, |ays down and turns
hi s back.

ULYSSES SLOALY OPENS HI'S EYES. Sniles to hinself, then
goes back to sleep - not that he ever was...

| NT. CABIN - DAY 57
The door opens. U ysses, Mars, then Tias, enter.

U ysses lets out a sigh and | eans the sword against his
favourite chair. Sits down.

The others sit down too, always nore tense than U ysses.

MARS

VWll conme on. Let’s try it out.
ULYSSES

Be ny guest.

U ysses picks up the sword and hands it to Mars. Mars
wal ks over and takes it as Tias | ooks on unconfortably.

Mars sits back down in his chair and uncovers the sword.
Holds it up and | ooks at it.

MARS
| ncr edi bl e.

TI AS
Be careful.

Mars pretends to go and stab Tias. Tias doesn’t flinch.
Mar s | aughs.

MARS
Gve ne all yer silver

Ti as | ooks at Mars condescendi ngly.

MARS
(to U ysses)
How does it work, then?

ULYSSES
Not |i ke that.
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MARS
Go on. Show us.
Mars offers the sword back to U ysses.

U ysses gets up and takes the sword, puts it back agai nst
his chair then prepares sone drinks and bread.

ULYSSES
Let ne relax for a nonent at
| east .

TI AS

VWhat can we test it on? It’'s not
fair to control each others
m nds.

ULYSSES
Let nme think of sonething.

O fers the drinks to the guys. They both accept.

Then offers bread to Tias, who accepts. Tias offers sone
of his bread to Mars.

Mars screws his face up

MARS
Stop offering ne that nasty
br ead.

ULYSSES

We just went on a quest to find a
magi cal sword, resulting in you
mur deri ng your own friend and

pi ssing on his grave, and you
still lack the sense of adventure
to try my bread?

MARS
It’s not ny fault | don't like
it. It’s the texture.

ULYSSES
VWhat can | do to nake you change
your mnd, eh?

U ysses | ooks at Tias and rai ses and eyebrow. Tias gets
the hint and his face |ights up.

TI AS
The swor d.

ULYSSES
Ri ght, the sword.

U ysses picks up the sword and holds it towards Mars at a
di st ance.



MARS
Now hold on a mnute... Wat good
woul d cone of this?

ULYSSES
You could learn to like my pixie
br ead.

TI AS
Pixie... "bread ?

ULYSSES

(to Tias, jokingly)
| ve got pixie-everything.

MARS
Wiy does it have to be tested on
me? Why not nmake Tias dance
around |i ke a chicken or

sonet hing? That’ ||l be a | augh.
ULYSSES
K so we'll use the sword to make

Tias think he’s a chicken. Once
he starts danci ng around and
trashing my hone with his el bows,
you' | I 1 ook upon the sword and
think "Yep | amcertain the nyth
is true’ without a doubt in your
m nd?

MARS
| don’t get ya.

Tias leans in towards Mars, savouring the nonent to
belittle him

TI AS
He nmeans | could just pretend to
act |like a chicken and you’'d
never know.

MARS
(l'i ke Lester Sludge)
Oh. .. Ahhhh!

ULYSSES
Now you get ne.

MARS
Al right. Pixie bread it is.
Don’t betray ne.

ULYSSES
Wul d’ a done that a long tine ago
if I felt the need to, Mars.

A bit of disconfort from Mars.

77.
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ULYSSES RAI SES THE SWORD.

ULYSSES
Let’s see. HmMm O 1’1l try this:

He closes his eyes and tries to get into a spell-casting
trance.

ULYSSES
BY THE M ND- CONTROLLI NG PONERS OF
TH'S ANCI ENT RELI C, THE BASTARD
SWORD, | COMVAND THEE NOW THAT
MARS SHALL NO LONGER DESPI SE MY
Pl XI E BREAD. | NSTEAD HE W LL
DESIRE | T AND CONSUME | T HAPPI LY
HENCEFORTH

He munbl es and makes funny sounds, points the sword at
Mars. Finishes then opens his eyes again.

Not hi ng seens to happen.

TI AS
Is that it? The sword doesn’t
tal k back?

ULYSSES

Maybe it does, but we can’t hear
it.

MARS
Argh. It’s inpossible.

Tias | eans over and grabs a bit of bread, holds it in
front of Mars.

TI AS
Vel |, what do you think, hm?

Tries to waft it around |ike tenpting a nouse with cheese.

Mars tries to force hinself into a trance to enjoy the
snmell of the bread but can’t keep it up for |ong.

MARS
Argh it’s horrid, take it away!

Pushes his arm away.

MARS
The damm sword nust be broken.

TI AS
Maybe it lost it’s power when it
was buried for so |ong.
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ULYSSES
O maybe... it just takes
practi se.

MARS

Practise? To cast a spell?

ULYSSES
Way not? Took you practise to
weld a sword.

MARS
Nah. I"'ma natural. Born with a
sword in ny hand.

TI AS
Riiight.

Mars scow s briefly towards Tias.

EXT. CABIN - N GHT 58
A long shot of the cabin. The trees... an eerie silence.
| NT. CABIN - NI GHT 59

Cl ose shot of Mars, snoring.

Then canera noves over slowy through the clutter of the
cabin to the face of Tias, who sleeps also.

A flash of light against his face - followed by
CRACK!'!'I' LI GHTNI NG STRI KES out si de.

He wakes up, |ooks around. Looks at Mars, who has al so
awoken, but he can’t tell because it’s dark. An
unconfortabl e pause as they stare at each ot her

unknow ngly.

MARS
Don’t you ever sl eep?

Tias is startled. Mars speaks calmy but is strangely
intimdating. Just a shadow.

TI AS
Not like | used to.

MARS
Can't stand to be in the sane
room as ne.



TI AS
That, too.

MARS
Don’t worry. | wasted enough tine
here. Wn't be sticking around.

Tias sits up.

TI AS
You' re | eavi ng?

MARS
The sword mi ght be worth half
it’s weight in gold at best.
Not hi ng nore. The w zard is
pl ayi ng ganmes with us.

TI AS
Wiy do you say that?

MARS
The bastard sword doesn’t exist.
It’s himwho' s controlling our
mnds with his clever tricks.
Can’t you see it for yourself? O
are you still cut up about that
wonman i n nourni ng?

Tias | ooks away in denial. Does not respond.

MARS
It’s not fair, the way he’s
treating you

Tias turns to Mars.

TI AS
How di d you know about the wonan,
Mar s?

A long shot of silence. Mars calmy responds.

MARS
W’ ve had our tal ks too, ne and
hi m

Ti as shakes his head, argh.

MARS
But hey listen... we make a good
team you and |?

TI AS
What about U ysses?
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MARS
vell | -

The door opens. They both pretend they’ re asl eep,
startl ed.

It’s a man in a hood cone in wth the sword wapped up in
material .

He steps into the light - it’s Uysses. |ooks across at
them - sleeping... good. Turns his back to return to his
guarters when -

MARS
Qut wal ki ng again, w zard?

U ysses stops in his tracks. Doesn’'t face themyet.

MARS
You' d make a good thief,
your sel f.

Mars turns away as if he didn't care and would go back to
sl eep.

TI AS
U ysses, why do you have the
swor d?

U ysses turns around to face himwth the sword in his
arns, wapped up. Acting a little defensive and unsure.

ULYSSES
Because... the sword was
appointed to ne. We all agreed
upon it.

TI AS

Wiy. .. where have you been?

ULYSSES
| go for walks in the night, just
as Mars said. Gves ne space to
t hi nk and sol ve problens. | took
the sword with me so that you two
woul dn’t have anything to fight
over.

TI AS
How t hought ful of you.

They | ook at each other. Tias shows distrust as he tries
to read U ysses’ eyes. U ysses turns away and heads off.

ULYSSES
| brought it back, didn't 1? I’'m
going to sleep
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He goes. Tias stares into space, thinking.

EXT. QUTSI DE CABIN - DAY 60

Mars does press-ups outside the cabin on a sunny day.

Tias energes fromthe cabin with a |loaf of bread in his
hand and watches. Smrks to hinsel f.

TI AS
Didn’t know you had it in you.

Mars stops, catches his breath. Focus pull to Mars as he
turns around to face Tias.

MARS

| " mtougher than | | ook.
TI AS

Sur e.
MARS

Is that a chall enge?

TI AS
Yes.

Tias wal ks over to a tree stunp and knees down. Puts the
bread down on another stunp or table. Puts his el bow onto
it inthe armwestling position.

Mars pauses and | ooks. Smles, and wal ks over.

They |l ock arnms, ready and fast, |ike the Predator
handshake.
TI AS
Want nme to start off easy?
MARS
What woul d be the point in that?
TI AS
Very well. Ready?
MARS
O course.
TI AS

Go!

It’s an even match for a while as both of them struggle
with all their mght. Looking into each others eyes at
first trying to use nental power, but it’s not enough.

They break eye contact and concentrate on pure brute
force... Mars starts to win, but Tias gives it nore focus.
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Mars then starts to fall behind... eventually Tias w ns by
a scrape.
TI AS
Hah!
MARS

Al'l right then. How about this...
Mars gets up, not willing to accept defeat yet.

Ti as stands up and picks up the | oaf of bread, takes a
bite of it.

Picks up a heavy stunp and lifts it up above his head.

MARS
Ar ghh! 11

Then slanms it down. Looks across at Ti as.

MARS
Try that!

Tias | ooks down at it - not too confidently. Wl ks over
ready to grab it. Passes Mars the bread.

Mars holds the bread for him Tias tries to get a grip on
t he stunp.

MARS
G on!'!!l Go on!!!

Tias gets the stunp up to his waist - just about but can't
go any higher.

MARS
Don’t quit now, boy!

Nope, it’'s too much. Drops the stunp on the ground in
def eat .

Mars takes a bite of the bread.

TI AS
That’'s one-all, then.

MARS
Aye. One-all.

Mars speaks with his nmouthful. Tias takes a nonment to
realise..

TI AS
(with horror)
Mars. ..
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MARS
(oblivi ous)
VWhat's that?
He t akes anot her bite.

MARS
Oh, here.

G ves the bread back to Tias.
They both realise at the same tine. Al eyes |ight up!

Run back to the cabin as fast as they can!

| NT. CABIN - DAY
They burst into the cabin, Tias first, then Mrs.
U ysses | ooks up, eyes wi de open at the table.

ULYSSES
Anot her ghost ?

TI AS
Better. Look...

Tias puts the bread back into Mars’s hands.
TI AS
(to Mars)
Go on, show him
Mars | ooks at them then takes a bite of the bread.

U ysses stands up i medi ately.

ULYSSES

By the spirits...
TI AS

The sword is real! It worked!
ULYSSES

(conf ounded)
He |ikes ny pixie-Dbread.

Ti as grabs U ysses shoul ders.

TI AS
How did you do it, U ysses? Tel
us, what words did you recite?

ULYSSES
Wel | hang on a nonment. Let’s
think this through

61
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TI AS
Don't take too long. My friend
desperately needs ny hel p.

ULYSSES
|"’mnot sure if it would work
that far away.

TI AS
What do you nean?
ULYSSES
VWell, the sword is here and
she’s... wherever she is.
MARS

What about nme? You made a prom se
to ne that | could use the sword.

ULYSSES
| did.
TI AS
What use is the sword if it stays
her e?
They all | ook at each other, w thout an answer.

Tias wal ks over to the chair where the sword lies, picks
it up and renoves the cloth.

MARS
What are you doi ng?

Tias holds the sword and admres it for the first tine.

TI AS
The key to everything is right
here, in ny hands.

ULYSSES
Now, now, Tias. | heard a nyth
that the sword can never | eave
t he forest.

TI AS
Never | eave the forest?!

MARS
Si nce when?

ULYSSES
|"’mnot sure if it’s true or
not . ..
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TI AS
Way did you not tell us before?

No answer.

TI AS
You |l et ne believe this whole
time that | could use this sword
to help soneone I love... who
needs it desperately, and the
whole tine it was never
possi bl e??

MARS
Ti as -

ULYSSES
Wait... |love?

Ti as shakes t he cobwebs out of his m nd.

TI AS
Care about. Deeply.
MARS
Ti as -
ULYSSES

This is getting out of hand. W
need to test it nore. Take our
time.

TI AS
You're right. 1'I1 test it right
now. See how far | get.

ULYSSES
Wit -

Tias |l eaves with the sword. The others foll ow

EXT. QUTSI DE CABIN - DAY

Tias marches towards the canera away fromthe cabin.
U ysses and Mars step outside. Mars calls to him

MARS
Ti as! |

Tias turns around to face Mars at a distance. Sword in
hand, determ nation and psyched up enotionally.

TI AS
What ?
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MARS
G ve the sword to U ysses.

U ysses stands there, doesn’'t want to intervene. Genuine
worry in his eyes.

TI AS
"1l bring it back, | promse. |
only want to see how far it can
go.

He goes to wal k of f again when -

ULYSSES
Ti as.
He stops agai n.
ULYSSES
G ve ne the sword, you stupid

man.

Ti as thinks, calns down, sighs. Turns around and marches
back towards them

PLUNGES THE SWORD i nto the ground.

TI AS
|’ ve had enough. |’ m done.

He turns around and wal ks off again. Qut of sight.
Mars takes the sword fromthe ground.
U ysses | ooks at him now conpl etely defencel ess.

ULYSSES
Mars. ..

Points the sword towards U ysses, in the same manner as
the spell before.

MARS
By the power of this bastard
sword, | conmmand YOU U ysses
to... LEND ne the sword as |

wi sh, henceforthl!

He shakes the sword, wi dens his eyes and tries to sunmon
his entire imagination into the control of the sword.

Not hi ng happens. U ysses |ooks at himas if he just tried
to shoot himw th an enpty gun.

ULYSSES
| di ot.
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Marches up to Mars, takes the sword from his hand and
wal ks back towards the cabin door.

ULYSSES
Al ways was. Always will be...

Mars accel erates towards the door first and blocks it with
his arm standing there |ooking at U ysses who stops dead
in his tracks...

EXT. WOODS - A SHORT DI STANCE AWAY 63

Tias stops too. Realisation and tenptation strike him
again. That nagnetic force as before causes himto turn
around and head back towards the cabin...

EXT. OUTSI DE CABI N - CONTI NUED 64

ULYSSES
What now? burgl ar?

MARS
You said | could use the sword.
You prom sed ne.

ULYSSES
VWhat ever .

Mars gets close to Uysses, right in his face.

MARS
Gve ne a reason not to kill you
and take the sword for nyself.

ULYSSES
You got ne there.

U ysses | ooks Mars in the eye for a few seconds, then
suddenly -

HE DROPS THE SWORD AND STRI KES
Westling Mars and pushing hi magai nst the cabin.

After a struggle, Mars overwhel ns him and ends up on top
of him

MARS PULLS THE KNI FE FROM HI S BELT and tries to stab
U ysses.

But U ysses holds his wist, struggling for his life, the
knife inching closer to his face. Mars’ eyes filled with
bl ood- | ust .

TI AS appears, watching them
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ULYSSES
Ti as! Hel p nme, boy!
Tias by instinct goes to help Uysses but no... he stops.
MARS
Listen to me, Tias. This man is a
fraud.
ULYSSES

He's a crimnal, a killer. Don’t
listen to him

MARS
Aye, that | am but at least |I'm
honest about it.

Tias’s face, confused, doesn’t know which side to pick.

MARS
Whereas you, w zard... why don’t
you tell himnore about yourself,
eh?

ULYSSES
There’s nothing to tell, 1’mjust
a hermt in the woods. Nothing
nor e.

TI AS
Mars! let himgo or | swear |11
will kill you.

MARS

Do it. Claimyour prize. A false
sword. Tell himU ysses. Tell him
how |’ ve always |iked your

pi xi e- br ead.

ULYSSES
What ? You' re lying! You re nmaking
t hat up!!

MARS
Go on.

Tias i s now even nore confused.

ULYSSES nanages to weaken Mars’ grip on the knife and it
drops. He knees himin the stonmach and overthrows him

They switch places - U ysses grabs the knife and holds it
up high. Mars flinches for his Iife as the position is
hel d.
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ULYSSES
There’s nothing to tell. Tias is
my friend. You trust ne, right

Ti as?
Tias nods - with a bit of doubt. Feels he MJST trust him

ULYSSES
And | ' mnot a killer. Dam it!

U ysses tosses the knife far away and gets up. Looks down
at Mars.

ULYSSES
| swear to you, Tias. By the
spirits of everything | believe
in and all ny heart. What we did
with the sword really happened.
That’ s the truth.

TI AS
(nods)
| believe you.

U ysses steps back, still |ooking down at Mars, strutting
around and angry.

ULYSSES
Everyt hing that happens to us.
Every problem we encounter, Tias
al ways turns out the better man,
eh Mars?

MARS
CGet off ny back, wll you? He's
had it easier than | have.

ULYSSES
Tell himthat what you said was a
lie. Tell him now

Mars can’'t lie too well. Sighs, |ooks down.
MARS
Al right. I always hated your
stupi d bread.
Mars has a look in his eye - faking it, then suddenly -
MAKES A DASH FOR THE SWORD -

Hal f way running towards it, Tias knocks himover onto the
ground. Ul ysses takes the sword.

ULYSSES LOBS THE SWORD as far as he possibly can over
towards the back of the cabin.

Mars gets up, angry, |ooking at Tias.
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MARS
| ve just about had enough of
you, boy.

He pushes U ysses aside and enters the cabin briefly.
Cones out with one of the small swords and approaches
Ti as.

HE SW NGS AT TI AS

Ti as dodges and weaves, swift and unarnmed. Mars uses al
his m ght but has no speed.

TI AS PUNCHES MARS, wi nding him Mars steps back and grow s
at Ti as.

MARS RUNS OFF - over the hill to search for the sword,
taking the small sword with him

TI AS goes to chase after himwhen U ysses stops him -

ULYSSES
Ti as.
TI AS
What ?
ULYSSES
Let it go. Let himhave the
swor d.
TI AS

No, he can't be trusted with it.

ULYSSES
Pl ease -

Tias ook at Uysses in the eye for a nonment, then ignores
and wal ks on.

ULYSSES
Wai t .

U ysses reaches into the cabin and grabs the other spare
sword. Tosses it to Tias who catches it by the handl e.

ULYSSES
You're not a killer. But don’'t be
kill ed.
Ti as nods.
ULYSSES
| mean it. | do. You are NOT a
killer.

Tias runs after Mars.
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U ysses sighs and closes his eyes. Takes a deep breath.

EXT. UPPER CLEARI NG - DAY 65
Mars is searching through | eaves and foliage trying to
find where the sword fell. Using the small sword to poke

t hrough and lift shrubs.

Takes swipes at it in anger and frustration. Turns around
to - FOCUS PULL - Tias standing there waiting.

Mars gets up fromthe bush and | ooks at Ti as.
MARS
You won’t win this contest, boy.
" m an expert.
TI AS
It doesn’t count when you don’t
pl ay by the rules.
MARS CHARCGES TOMRDS TI AS - Roaring and striking.
They fight - an epic sword battle.

U ysses approaches fromafar, watching in fear of what
wi || happen.

A SHOT OF ULYSSES - his face, concerned, |ooking away.
CUT TO

EXT. QUTSI DE CABI N - DAY 66
Nobody around, just the faint sound of swords clashing in
t he background. A hooded figure approaches the DOOR of the
cabi n.

Li ke riding hood with a basket, knocks on the door.

Moving in towards her back... she hears a sound.

She hears the sounds and puts the basket down. W see in
t he basket, food, vodka, supplies etc.

Canera pans up to her FACE - it’s the pixie, Nyx.

She wanders off out of shot to see what’'s going on...
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EXT. UPPER CLEARI NG - DAY - CONTI NUED 67
The fight continues.

U ysses notices in the corner of his eye - the sword in a
bush hidden - just a glinpse. Says nothing, turns his
attention back to the fight.

Takes a step forward.

ULYSSES
Stop this, now Nobody has to
di e!

MARS

What do you know about anyt hi ng,
you fraud?

Ti as overwhel ms Mars, on top of him sword pushing agai nst
swor d.

NYX appears across the side of Mars. He notices her as he
is held down.

HE SHAKES OFF TI AS and gives hima kick. Then runs towards
t he pixie and grabs her.

HOLDS HER FROM BEHI ND W TH THE SWORD agai nst her neck
Ti as backs of f, out of breath.

MARS
Drop it now.

Tias drops the sword wi thout thought.

TI AS
You are maki ng a grande m st ake.

ULYSSES
Now you’ ve gone too far. There's
no way back fromthis.

MARS
| care not. Find nme the sword.
ULYSSES
It could be anywhere.
MARS
Find it, or | take her away from
here. 1’'Il harmher, | swear to
you. .. by your forest spirits!

Tias and U ysses | ook at each other - out of options.

U ysses cones cl ean.
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ULYSSES
Al right, you win. Once a thief,
al ways a thief.

U ysses wal ks over to the bush and picks up the bastard
swor d.

ULYSSES
You know for a nmonment there |
t hought |I’d seen a change in you,
Mars. | thought there was hope. |
al nost trusted you.

MARS
| al nost trusted nyself, too.

ULYSSES
Then what happened?

MARS
(pointing his sword to Tias)
HE happened.

ULYSSES
It’s not all his fault.

MARS
True enough. You played us
agai nst each other. Now give ne
t he damm sword

U ysses throws the sword into the ground in front of Mars.

Mars grabs the sword, whilst keeping the Nyx hostage with
t he other one, playing it safe.

He then backs off again, two swords.

MARS
Right then, that’'s better.

TI AS
wal k away from her, Mars. The
sword is yours.

MARS
Not going to chase ne for it,
t hen?

TI AS

Not this tinme. It'’s not worth it.

MARS
W sest thing you ve ever said.

Mars slowy lets the pixie go. Backs off. Holds the snal
sword out -
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MARS
| said | wouldn't steal fromyou
again, wzard. | kept ny word

t hus far.

He throws the small sword to the ground, Camera pans down
toit in the foreground. He now has only the bastard
swor d.

MARS
... but this here, this never
bel onged to you. It never
bel onged to anyone. It’s a
bast ard.

ULYSSES
Go.

Mars slowy turns his back to | eave, takes a step but then
turns back to say a final word towards Tias -

MARS
We coul d have shared this. But
you ruined it... No. No, | would

have never shared it, | take it
back. The sword is nmne, and the
woman you |ove will ne’ er awaken

fromher msery for as long as

she decides to keep on living. Ha

ha ha!
He turns his back. TIAS, now furious, runs towards him
MARS TURNS and swi ngs at TIAS - who ducks, doing a slide.

TI AS GRABS THE FALLEN SWORD on the ground and STABS MARS
THROUGH THE STOVACH

MARS
Ar ghhh! ! |

Mars falls to the ground as Tias pulls the bl oody sword
out of him

Mars | ooks up at U ysses, blood com ng out of his nouth.

MARS
Killer..

He falls down dead, on his front.

Nyx stares in horror. Canera pans beside her to U ysses
who stares in even nore horror.

Tias stands there, alnost proud with blood |ust, waiting
for a comrent.
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ULYSSES SUDDENLY CHANGES - to despair and frustration,
breaking all character from before.

ULYSSES
No!!'! What have you done you
fool! You weren’t supposed to

kill him

TI AS
What ? He was a danger to
everyone.

ULYSSES
You have no idea what you’ ve just
done. You idiot! You ve ruined
ever yt hi ng!

U ysses narches over and picks up the bastard sword,
showi ng no sign of value to it.

ULYSSES
ought you were better than
Take your stupid sword.
yours. | don’t want to see
, or YOU ever again!

n n >

The pi xie stands on the horizon watchi ng everyt hi ng.
U ysses offers the sword but Tias doesn’'t want it.

ULYSSES
Take it! Damm it!

Ti as shakes his head, refuses to take it.

ULYSSES
Usel ess.

U ysses takes the bl oody sword from Tias’ s hand, wal ks
over to the other small sword and picks that up. \al ks
past the pixie with the three swords.

G ves her the bastard sword. She just holds it clunsily,
doesn’t nove.

ULYSSES
| don't want it. Get rid of it.

Turns to Tias.

ULYSSES
Leave me be. | nean it.
He wal ks off with the two swords back over the hill, out

of sight towards the cabin

Tias just stands there |ooking at the pixie.
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TI AS
What just happened?
NYX
| don’t understand. | did

everyt hing he asked ne to do. He
was so happy before.

Tias wal ks up to her, interrogating nore.

TI AS
D d what ?

NYX
| buried the sword, just |ike he
told ne to. | didn't ask why, |
just... Onh...

She | ooks up at him in the eye. Realises she's said too
nmuch.

Tias narrows his eyebrows. Quickly runs back towards the
cabin. Nyx turns around and wat ches him

Shot of her face, worried. She then wal ks off in the
opposite direction.

EXT. CABIN - DAY 68
U ysses dunps to two bl oody swords outside and nmarches
straight into the cabin.

| NT. CABIN - DAY 69
U ysses goes straight for his private room

A short nonent and then -

Tias bursts in. Nobody there.

Goes straight for the private area too.

| NT. SECRET ROOM 70

U ysses has an itemin cloth in front of him kneeling
away from the door.

Ti as appears behind him U ysses turns around.
ULYSSES

| told you to | eave ne be. Now
scram
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TI AS
What have you got there, U ysses?

ULYSSES
Not hi ng of your concern.

TI AS
Tell ne!

U ysses realises he is caught. Sighs, and stands up.
The cloth falls from- THE TRUE BASTARD SWORD

It is huge, plain, dark and undecorat ed.

He turns to face Tias with the sword in both hands.

TI AS
The bastard sword.

U ysses nods, weakly.

TI AS
The true sword. You had it the
whol e ti ne.

ULYSSES
| did.

TI AS

Let ne see it...
He goes to touch it when -
ULYSSES PUSHES HI M AWAY - HARD
Seriously this time with genui ne concern.
ULYSSES
DON T TOUCH IT! You fool, it’'s
cur sed.

Tias stunbles into the side of the room Sl ows down and
| ooks back at U ysses.

Tl AS
How is it cursed?
ULYSSES
It is bound to me. | clained it.

| took the responsibility and I
can’t get rid of it.

TI AS
More nythical lies...

Tias grabs the sword but -



71

99.

| T BURNS I N H' S HAND! Snoke ri si ng!
ARGH HE BACKS OFF, hands bur ned.
He | ooks up at Ul ysses.

TI AS
My God. It really is cursed.

ULYSSES
It is. And the only way to get
rid of it, is for soneone to
fight ne for it.

TI AS
To defeat you? You have to give
up your life?

ULYSSES
No. | have to defeat them | have
town with the sword to earn ny
freedom

TI AS

Fr eedon? The forest...

ULYSSES
| cannot | eave the forest unti
the sword is clainmed by soneone
el se.

Tl AS
You wanted ME to claimit.

U ysses nods again, with regret, tight-1ipped.

TI AS
What kind of cruel game are you
pl ayi ng?

ULYSSES

That’s not what was supposed to
happen. But damm cone the day you
ever listen to anything | say.

U ysses pushes past Tias and | eaves the room Leaves the
whol e cabin with the true sword.
EXT. OUTSI DE CABI N - SUNSET

U ysses wal ks towards the canera with the true sword in
his arns. Tias appears behind at the door.

ULYSSES
Where’'s Nyx? Did she head back?
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TI AS
| think so.

U ysses turns around and notices the basket by the door.

ULYSSES
Bl ess her. She left her basket
behind. WIIl have to get it back
to her anot her day.

TI AS
She... hel ps you.

ULYSSES
She’s a good friend. A good
person. But | don’t know about
you.

ULYSSES hol ds the sword by the handle and uses it as a
pointing stick whilst talking to Tias.

ULYSSES
Say, why are you still here? You
still want this thing?

TI AS

(unsure, shaking his head)
No.

ULYSSES
Yeah, right. Not gonna fight ne
for it, then?

U ysses goes and sits on a stunp, with the sword, back
facing Tias. TIAS pulls into focus.

TI AS
| could never fight you, U ysses.
You’ ve been a good friend to ne
and no magic is worth the power
of that.

U ysses | ooks up to the spirits with realisation in his
face. It softens, |like he wants to cry but has no tears.
Cl oses his eyes and nmakes a difficult decision to hinself.

He then turns around to Ti as.
ULYSSES
Way did you have to be such a
good person, huh?

Tias - confused... no words. U ysses turns around to face
hi m
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ULYSSES
It was so sinple. You agreed with
all your heart. But you don't
remenber... of COURSE you don’t
remenber. ..

U ysses stands up.

TI AS
(softly)

ULYSSES
Do you want to renenber? Do you
REALLY want to?

TI AS
Yes.

U ysses | ooks at himin the eye, takes a nonment to meke
the correct judgenent.

ULYSSES
Then renmenber, you shall

U ysses takes position with space around hi mand | ooks
Tias in the eye, whilst raising the sword high.

Tl AS
What are you doi ng?

ULYSSES
SWORD, | COMVAND THEE NOW.. TO
RETURN THE MEMORY OF TH' S MAN
STOOD BEFORE ME THAT WAS TAKEN
BEFORE, SO THAT HE MAY REMEMBER
ALL THAT HE SHOULD!

A pause of nothing - and then suddenly...
BANG !'!
A CRACK OF LI GHTNI NG STRI KES THE SWORD

The wind how s and whistles, and ghost-1like energy enters
fromthe sky, to the sword, and into the m nd of Tias.

TIAS STEPS BACK - as if he were in pain, as the nenory
fills his mnd. He holds his head, stunbling back and
| osi ng bal ance as if he were in agony.

TI AS
Arghhh!'!'l What is happening to
me! ?!

A FLASH OF WHI TE
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Peaceful, serene and calm The woman in a white gown

bar ef oot ed wal ks across to the grass to greet her
weal t hy and ki nd | ooking man. H's nane is N KOLAI.

| over.

They stare each other in the eye. In |ove, nervous. Her

nane i s LILIYA.

LI LI YA
Ni kol ai . .

NI KOLAI
Lilivya...

He raises her hand up to kiss it.

LI LI YA
Don't. Not vyet.
NI KOLAI
Vhy ?
LI LI YA
You prom sed you would tell him
NI KOLAI
And | will. Today.
LI LI YA
You know | | ove you. He's a good

man, really.

NI KOLAI
He's a killer.

LI LI YA
He’'s a fighter.

NI KOLAI
Are they not the sane thing?

She di sconnects, and turns away.

NI KOLAI
Liliya... you have not given
yourself to him have you?
LI LI YA
No. | have not.
NI KOLAI

Then you have done not hi ng w ong.

LI LI YA
Have | not? He told ne he | oved
nme.
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NI KOLAI
And did you... say it back?

She | ooks away further for an answer. C ose-up of her
face.

LI LI YA
| did not.

Ni kol ai nods. She turns back to him

NI KOLAI
Don't be afraid to | ove ne.
LI LI YA
|"mnot afraid of you... it’s
just...
NI KOLAI
| know. I can't lie to you. He's

a dangerous nan.

TI AS STANDS WATCHI NG - beside a bush froma distance. A
cl ose-up of his face and the sound of war drums. Anger
filling his eyes with every sharp breath. Hatred, shock
and devestati on.

LI LI YA
He woul dn’t hurt ne.

NI KOLAI
| know | wouldn't.

They kiss. As they part, |ooking each other in the eye,
they turn sideways to notice - TIAS standing there,
cl oser. Tears running down his face.

Shock in their face, fear in the face of Liliya as N kol ai
backs away.

LI LI YA
(to Tias)
|’ m so sorry.

Ti as says nothing. Can't even speak. Stares into space
bet ween them

LI LI YA
Ti as, please...

She approaches himcarefully and touches his arm The
touch alone is agony that he hides the best he can.

He sl owly pushes her away. Nikolai steps forward to
protect her.
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NI KOLAI
She was going to tell you,
friend.

Hi s eyes snap to his. Head di pped, nalice.

NI KOLAI
Don't | ook at nme |ike that. She
has not given herself to you. You
have no right to be angry.

TI AS
How | ong have you felt this way,
Liliya?

He speaks to her but won’t stop | ooking at N kol ai.

LI LI YA
A... along tinme, Tias.

TI AS
| see.

Hi s enotions increase, fromanger into despair.
Ni kol ai takes her away from him

Tias falls to his knees on the ground, covers his face
wi th his hands, breathing harder.

TI AS
You told ne you | oved ne!

LI LI YA
I

She | ooks at Ni kolai. There is no denying it any nore.

NI KCOLAI
She did not.

Ti as | ooks back up at him

NI KCLAI
This ends now. Pull yourself
together. You live conpletely
different lives. Let Liliya do
what is best for HER

TI AS
What do you know of what is BEST,
"friend ?

NI KCLAI

| don’t know. But | know it’'s not
a man who cones hone with anot her
man’ s bl ood upon his knuckl es.
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Ti as | ooks down at his worn-cal |l used knuckl es.

TI AS
| earn a living. Sane as anyone.

NI KOLAI
And | do respect that. How | ong
have we known each other? It’s
what you feel you nust do, but
she can not bear to see it any
| onger.

TI AS

Wuld it be any different if |
was a real soldier?

NI KCOLAI
| don’t know.

TI AS
Liliya. Do you | ove nme?

She takes her tine at the stand-off.

LI LI YA
Not like | |ove Nikolai.

NI KOLAI
There is only roomfor one.
Accept it, and nove on.

Tias takes tinme to process, a neaningless nmunble of an
answer -

TI AS
As you w sh.

Tias | ooks at him No expression and then suddenly -
JUWS FOR HHM - wrestling himto the ground.
There is a fight - Liliya screamng at themto stop

Ni kolai is no match for Tias. He literally BEATS H M TO
DEATH. . .

A POV view from N kol ai and TIAS - slow notion punches him
until he is covered in bl ood.

LI LI YA screans.

LI LI YA
Ni kol ai !'!

She pushes Tias away and col | apses in despair besides
Ni kol ai .

Tias just falls dowmn with no strength left. Liliya holds
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Ni kol ai up agai nst her and the dress gets covered in
bl ood. The tears stream down her face.

TIAS' S FACE - realising what he has done. Awakens fromhis
frenzy.

LI LI YA
Pl ease conme back to ne! Don’t
cl ose your eyes, don’t ever close
them please!!!

Ni kol ai i s dead.
She | ooks at Tias, broken.

LI LI YA
Evil. I wish you were dead. |
wi sh you were dead..

Tias's face again and then -

A FLASH OF WH TE

EXT. QUTSIDE CABIN - N GHT - CONTI NUED 73

Ti as wakes up on the floor fromthe inpact of the nenory.
Tears down his face. Looks up at U ysses who stands with
the sword | owered, shanefully.

TI AS
Liliya... N kol ai..

U ysses nods sl owy.

ULYSSES
You renenber.

TI AS
| do. My God... it hurts..

ULYSSES
Do you renenber what happened
next? ...

Ti as cl oses his eyes.

| NT. ABANDONED ROOM - NI GHT 74

Back to the room zoomng in at the woman like in the
beginning sitting in the chair weepi ng. Locket already on
t he fl oor.

ULYSSES (V. Q)
The room..?
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TIAS (V. O
No. That never happened. Only
ever in ny dreans.

Ti as approaches the woman, picks up the | ocket. Hands it
to her.

She does not accept, so he drops it into her open hands,
sl oW vy.

TI AS
Liliya. Please speak to ne.

She ignores him | ooking down.

TI AS
Liliya...

Her hand cl oses over the | ocket.

Tl AS
What can | do? | will do
anyt hi ng.

He kneels before her. Wde angle, noving in.

She | ooks up at him Hatred. Her eyes tell himshe wants
hi m dead.

He understands, falls back slowy |ike he was stabbed in
the heart. He stands up slowy and backs away in horror.

ULYSSES (V. Q)
Now | understand. You renenbered
her through your dreans. The
sword couldn’t take it all away.
Nor could it dispel the true
power of |ove...

A FLASH OF WHI TE

EXT. MEMORY OF WOODS BY STREAM - DAY

Ti as washes his hands in the stream Puts water on his
f ace.

Crawl s over to a clearing and coll apses with despair. He
takes a knife fromhis belt and goes to stab it into his
heart.

He closes his eyes as he draws a breath...

ULYSSES
Wi t .

U ysses appears in front of him Looking down at him
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Ti as | ooks up.

TI AS

What do you want? Leave ne be.
ULYSSES

| will not stand to watch a man

take his own |ife.

TI AS
Then don’t watch. Be-gone.

He goes to stab hinself again but then -
ULYSSES KI CKS H M OVER.

Knife falls fromhis hand. U ysses quickly grabs the
kni f e.

Ti as gets up.

TI AS
What gives you a say on who lives
and who does, traveller?

ULYSSES
Heh. ' Traveller’.

U ysses sits down on a log nearby. Plays with the knife.

ULYSSES
That’'s sonething | have not done
inalong tine.

TI AS
G ve ne back the knife.

Stops twiddling the knife, turns to him Sinple answer.

ULYSSES
No.

Tias holds in the anger and waits to see what he has to
say.

ULYSSES
What happened that was so
terrible, that it nade you want
to take your own life, hnmmt

TI AS
None of your concern.
ULYSSES
Ch cone, now. |’ve been around

| ong enough now to know the face
of guilt when | see it.



Tias | ooks at his own hands, then | ooks up at

TI AS
| killed a nan.

ULYSSES
| n def ense?

TI AS
Qut of jeal ousy.

U ysses stands qui et, thinking.

ULYSSES
And you want to die for it?

TI AS
| must. | ama killer. | nust pay
the price.

ULYSSES

By taking another life... the
life of your own?

TI AS
It is the only option. | am
unable to give a |ife back.

U ysses stares into space for a nonent.

ULYSSES
Maybe you can.

TI AS
What ?

ULYSSES

VWhat i s your name?

TI AS
Tias. What's yours?

ULYSSES
It doesn’t matter. Tell ne, have
you ever heard of the bastard
swor d?

TI AS
No.

ULYSSES
It is an ancient relic of
unspeakabl e power. The power to
control a man’s thoughts.
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U ysses.



TI AS
Fol k-t al e.

ULYSSES

Aye, 'tis. But there is a price
for the one who bears it.

TI AS
And that is?

ULYSSES

They may never |eave the forest.
Not until they win a fight
agai nst anot her who w shes to

claimthe sword.

TI AS

Then what use is it? What reason?
ULYSSES

None. Well... there is one.
Tl AS

| care not.
Ti as stands up, uninterested.

ULYSSES

Wait a nonent. Let ne finish.

TI AS

G ve ne the knife, you strange

w zar d.

ULYSSES

| amnot a wizard. 1’11

gi ve you

the knife after I finish ny
story. Unless you want to kill ne

for it?
Ti as stands back and waits.

ULYSSES

Whoever has control of the sword
is the only one who can command
it. It’s power is is tanmed. The

sword is protected.

TI AS

And if a cruel nman should own the

swor d?

ULYSSES
| amnot a cruel nman,

U ysses | ooks at himin the eye.

Ti as.

Chilling nusic.
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ULYSSES
| have no use for it. But | am
tired of it’s burden. I want ny
Iife back.

TI AS

What are you sayi ng?

ULYSSES
Fight ne for the sword. Please..
| have waited for soneone |like
you for so long. Don’t take your
own life. Gve it to nme, instead.

TI AS
| won’t fight you. |’ m done
fighting. Never again.

U ysses turns away in thought.

ULYSSES
Think of a purpose for it. Find a
desire. You have to want it.

TI AS
| don’t know. Ch, God..

He puts his head in his hands and curls up into a ball on
t he ground.

ULYSSES
Who coul d you save?

TI AS
Liliya... | have ruined her life.
| can not undo it.

ULYSSES
How?

TI AS
| killed the man she | oved. If
only | could take it back.

ULYSSES
You killed the man she | oved. .

U ysses turns away, thinks. Turns back -
You can’t save him Tias. But if
your true desire is to die, then
fight me for the sword. If | wn,
you will die anyway. ..

TI AS
Enough about this damm sword!

He wal ks of f.
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ULYSSES
Tias... please.

TI AS
Leave ne al one, you dirty man!
Keep the knife. Throw it at ny
back if you w sh

ULYSSES
But, the sword!

Tias turns around, now angry.
Mar ches up to U ysses and grabs himby the shoul ders.
TI AS
Maybe | should kill you, you
crazy fool. Put you out of your
del uded m sery.
He pushes himand turns his back to | eave.

U ysses thinks quickly - anger enters him- grabs a heavy
stick.

VWHACKS TI AS OVER THE HEAD -
Al'l goes BLACK.

EXT. QUTSIDE CABIN - N GHT - CONTI NUED 76

Tias | ooks up at U ysses.

TI AS
It was you. You took advantage of
ne.

ULYSSES
You nme told yourself... You cane

here to die, when you could have
saved ne instead.

FLASHBACK - ULYSSES W TH THE SWORD 77

U ysses takes the sword fromthe secret room

EXT. MEMORY OF WOODS - LATER THAT DAY 78

Goes back to Tias who is knocked out and hol ds the sword
up.

ULYSSES
SWORD, | COMVAND THEE NOW MAKE
TH'S MAN BEFORE ME FORGET THAT HE
S A KILLER
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Energy builds up and lightning strikes the sword.

ULYSSES
G VE HM THE DESI RE TO FI ND YQOU.

The sword was generating power but suddenly it flings
itself out of his hand in protest.

ULYSSES
No?

He picks up the sword again.

ULYSSES
You can’t give a man fal se
desire? Only know edge. THEN d VE
H M THE KNOALEDGE THAT YOU CAN
HELP HI M SAVE THE WOVAN WHO
MOURNS HER LGSS.

Li ghtni ng stri kes.

ULYSSES
Make himforget he nmet ne. Make
him forget everything fromthe
nmonment he entered this damed
forest, only that he knows of the
swor d!

A final strike of I|ightning.
| NTO WHI TE.

EXT. OUTSIDE CABIN - N GHT - CONTI NUED

TI AS
| can't believe it. You
controlled ny destiny. You
planned it all. Mars was right!

ULYSSES
| only wanted ny freedom Ti as.
And you wanted to die. | couldn’t
talk you out of it. You ARE a
killer, after all.

Ti as | ooks away. Nods.

TI AS
Then it’s true. | deserve the
burden of the sword.

ULYSSES
Then do what | asked of you
before... Fight ne for the sword.

79
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TI AS
| can’t fight you.

ULYSSES
Pl ease. | want to see the world.
|’ ve been here for so long, |
can’t even renenber, |’ve | ost

count of the years.
Tias | ooks up at him

TI AS
Do | have to try and kill you?

U ysses raises his sword.

ULYSSES
| don’t know. | think so.

TI AS
Do you kill nme?

U ysses nods, subtly.

TI AS
Mars... why did you bring him
into this?

ULYSSES
Because... |...

He | ook away.

ULYSSES
Because | saw that you were good.

A FLASH OF WH TE

FLASHBACK - ULYSSES MEMORY 80

A nont age of nonents when Tias said good things. The

t hought in U ysses face softening around the fire, at his
front door. Saving himfrom Mars. Looking across at him
every tinme he said a good thing fromhis chair.

ULYSSES (V. Q)
And the nore | |earned of you, |
nore | wanted to undo what |
pl anned. Mars was a horrible
man. .. a TERRI BLE man. He
deserved nothing. | had to think
of a way to change things.

A flashback of NYX knocking at the door with the basket in
t he night.
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ULYSSES (V. Q)
| needed nore tine. | needed to
be sure to do the right thing. I
couldn't reveal the true sword to
ei ther of you - not yet.

U ysses opens the door to the pixie, in the dark of night.

Her eyes agai nst the noonlight in her hooded cl oak.
U ysses passes her the fal se sword wapped in cloth.

ULYSSES
(whi speri ng)
| need you to do sonething for
me. Bury this sword in the
ground, as if it were a treasure
to be cl ai ned.

NYX
Why ?

He turns to the sl eeping guests, Mars and Tias to check
they aren’t awake. Turns back to the pixie.

ULYSSES
| can’t explain now. Take it to
Tariqgs clearing, past the
Deadwood. You know the pl ace..

She takes it, |like she has no choice. He takes the basket

from her.

ULYSSES
(as before)
Thank you. | have conpany right
now. Conme back in a few days or
so.

He turns to look at Tias who is |ooking at him

A FLASH OF WH TE

FLASHBACK - NYX MEMORY - TOMRDS THE CLEARI NG

Nyx runs through the woods with the fal se sword. Sl ow
noti on towards the canera as we hear the voices of Tias
and U ysses. Tilted canera.

TIAS (V.0
You hel ped Mars just so that he
could die.

ULYSSES (V. Q)
Yes.

81
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TIAS (V. O
You had no interest in redeem ng
hi m

ULYSSES (V. Q)
| was never sure of anything.

The fl ashback ends.

EXT. QUTSIDE CABIN - N GHT - CONTI NUED 82
TI AS
And now that | desire to end ny
life once again... you want ne to

fight you for the sword.

ULYSSES
Yes.

Tias gets up. Picks up the spare sword, but with no
ent husi asm and stands opposite U ysses in the position of
a trained fighter.

ULYSSES
You have to want it. You have to
fight nme because you want the
swor d.

TI AS
But I don’t want the sword. |
only want you to have your
freedom

ULYSSES
Then do it for me. Dermand the
sword for ny freedom | am your
friend.

Tias nods slowy.

ULYSSES
Come on.

They raise their swords. Slowy start circling each other.
It is clear that neither of themwant to fight.

Tias nakes a few warning swings. Uysses tries to find
determ nation in his eyes.

TI AS
This isn’t going to be easy.

ULYSSES
Moke it easier. Pretend | am
Mars. ..
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TI AS
He neans nothing to ne.

ULYSSES
Then think about how | set you
both up. Try to hate ne.

TI AS
Still not enough.

A few nore swings. U ysses backs off.

ULYSSES
Then [ ook upon nme as if | were
your very self. The target.
Strike nme |like you would strike
your own heart. For just this
nonent, dwell on what you have
done!

Ti as tenses up. ..

ULYSSES
Do it!

TIAS SWNGS - a mghty earth-shattering clang as U ysses
bl ocks with the powerful bastard sword.

FIl ashes and flickers of nenories as Tias re-lives the
mur der of Ni kolai, and the kiss he saw. ..

The skies runble faintly, speaking to them
Ti as focuses nore.
ULYSSES

| amTias! | tried to love a

worman, but instead | crushed her

whol e wor | d!
Anot her strike - CLANG!! More anger...
They fight!
They use all their surroundings in the fight [inprovised],
the log pile, the old fire-pit and so on. The fight noves
on through the woods.
EXT. WOODS AVAY FROM CABI N 83

The fight escalates to a greater distance fromthe cabin,
into a different part of the forest...

It is an epic battle between good... and good...
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Bet ween each blow, Tias tries to find fal se anger from
i nside hinself, and bl anks out everything else fromhis
m nd. We see the killer inside him again.

MORE FLASHBACKS of when he killed his friend, the hate in
hi s eyes.

TI AS
Ar ghhh! !

Starts to put all his mght intoit. Uysses defends and
handl es the mghty sword as if he were a nmaster of the
art.

Eventually they are tired, with nmassive pauses between
each swing. Neither can win or |ose.

U ysses bashes the sword out of Tias' s hand.

ULYSSES
Pick it up!

TI AS
| can’t!

ULYSSES

Do it, dam you boy!

Tias picks it up, but another swing and the sword flies
out of his hand agai n.

ULYSSES
Pick it up!

TIAS finds his anger again, picks it up and strikes.

U ysses repeatedly strikes until Tias can block no nore.
Tias is the better fighter with no will to fight it seens,
whil st U ysses is a desperate man with determ nati on and
desire. ..

Tias left w de open, U ysses holds the sword high above
his head. Doesn’t want to strike, but doesn’t know what to
do.

Tl AS
This is it. You ve won.

Uysses can’t find it in his heart to strike. A
stand-of f... BUT THEN SUDDENLY -

ULYSSES
ARGHHH! !

ULYSSES | S STABBED I N THE BACK BY MARS
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Mars is reveal ed behind him holding the knife in,
bl eedi ng and wounded, half on the ground. Bl ood com ng out
the corner of his nouth. Black eyes |like a shark.

MARS
The sword is mne! It’'s M NE!

U ysses | ooks at Tias for a nonment, deep into his eyes,
and then -

Turns around and sl ashes Mars across the belly.
Mars falls down to his hands and knees.

Tias sits back and watches, out of breath, unable to
conprehend or find the strength to intervene.

ULYSSES nods at Mars, gritting his teeth.

HE THEN STABS MARS - all the way through, and pulls the
sword back out as Mars col |l apses into a bl oody pile.

Li ght ni ng and thunder strikes around them The w nds bl ow
and whistle, then they cal mdown as U ysses stands there.
Canera noving towards himas his coat and beard nove cone
alive with the el ements.

U ysses | ooks at Mars and what he’s done. Suddenly...

H S HAND BURNS on the sword.

ULYSSES
Ar ghh! !

He drops the sword. Snoke rises fromthe handle and his
hand. It falls on the ground with an anvil like thud, in
sl ow not i on.

He | ooks at his hand, then turns to Tias.

Ti as stands there.

TI AS
You did it. You re free of the
swor d.

ULYSSES
| am

He | ooks down at the sword. POV fromthe sword | ooking up
at him

ULYSSES
It no | onger belongs. it is bound
to nothing but the earth upon
which it |ay.

He turns around to Ti as.
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ULYSSES
but it can’'t stay here.
Anyone could claimit. It is
cursed and unsafe..

TI AS
Then | nust claimit.

Tias goes to grab it. U ysses stops him

ULYSSES
No, wait! Don’t touch it. The
next person that touches it...
will end up Iike nme. ARGH

He coll apses to one knee in pain, fromhis back.

TI AS
U ysses -

U ysses holds his hand up -

ULYSSES
Only now do | feel the true pain
of nortality.

He | ooks up at Ti as.

ULYSSES
The sword can not stay here. One
of us nmust claimit.

Tias |istens, no words.

ULYSSES
If I claimthe sword, | wll nost
likely be bound to it forever. If
YOQU claimit, then you may never
feel an end to your despair.

TI AS
| could do it.

ULYSSES
No. .

TI AS
But if | do, then you Il die,
won’'t you?

ULYSSES
| will die a free man, Ti as.

He | ooks up at him
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ULYSSES
| would rather die by a knife in
ny back, than live by the eterna
manacl es of this dammed bastard
sword. | would belong to the
earth, that | love so dearly.
Thi s place never w onged ne.

TI AS
How did this happen to you,
U ysses? How did you end up with
t hi s poi sonous thing?

ULYSSES
| don’t renmenber. I... | think
used the sword to make ne forget.

A close-up of Tias as he realises he could do the sane.

U ysses stunbles |ower onto the ground in pain, gasping.
Tias goes to hold him

ULYSSES
You know... maybe you COULD just,
wal k away. Leave the sword. Let
sone poor bastard claimit and
| earn about it the hard way.

TI AS
That would be a terrible thing to
do, and you know it. It could be
anyone. It could be Nyx. You
couldn’t | eave her with the
bur den.

ULYSSES
Ch trust nme. Nyx wouldn’t touch
t he thing. Never again.

He | ooks up at him

TI AS
(realising sonething...)

NyX. ..

U ysses stunbles onto his back now, all the way. Tias runs
to catch him A final nonent..

ULYSSES
W are what we choose, friend.
The only thing left when we're
gone are the stories we | eave
behi nd, and what we did for
others. There are no possessions.
We own not hi ng.
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TI AS
U ysses. .
U ysses falls out of conciousness... his final words are
near. ..
ULYSSES
From what |1’ ve |earned from
you... you often do what is

right. Regardless of a few

m st akes. Maybe you took
somet hi ng once... but you can
always.... give it... back...

He falls and dies. C oses his eyes.
Tias | ooks at him then | ooks up.

He gets up and faces away from U ysses. Stands beside the
sword | ooking at it. Looks ahead.

Has visions again of Liliya... when he asked if there was
anyt hing he could do...

Looks at the sword again, then | ooks away. Takes a step
away - but sonething nakes himstop - not the curse of the
sword this tine, but his genuine heart.

He takes a deep breath and closes his eyes, and turns to
grab the sword when -

THE SWORD | S GONE.
Turns to U ysses.

ULYSSES LAYS DOWN BARELY ALIVE... with the sword in his
hand. Epi c nusi c.

Horror in the face of Tias. Shakes his head..

TI AS
(a whi sper)
No. . .

U ysses stares at him A sudden pain in his face, then the
light returns to his eyes. He breaths again. Staggers to
his feet. The sword has given himimortality.

He stands there | ooking at Tias.
ULYSSES
Li ve your life. Accept the burden
of your choices just as | have...

A cl ose-up of his hand on the sword. Looks down at the
swor d.



84

123.

ULYSSES
Don’t run from your m stakes.
Learn fromthem and give
sonet hi ng back. Two deaths wi ||
not create a life.

TI AS
But... what of you?

ULYSSES
My duty is to the forest, and al
t he good peopl e that woul d
stunble upon it. It does not
deserve to be abandoned by ne.

U ysses turns slowly to head back towards the cabin.

TI AS
What about your freedonf

He stops. Back turned to Tias.

ULYSSES
My tinme will cone.

He turns and smles to Tias. Wal ks off towards the
direction of the cabin.

Canera slowy noves towards Tias as he watches in awe and
respect. Canera noves up into the trees, and into the
light...

FADE TO BLACK

I NT. CABIN - TI ME HAS PASSED 84

Qui ck cl ose-up of the door outside, as sonebody noves
towards it, POV

U ysses drinks vodka and fini shes maki ng anot her trinket
fromsticks and feathers.

KNOCK KNOCK
He | ooks up - gets up and opens the door.
[t’s Nyx.

NYX
Her e.

She hands himthe basket. He takes it and puts the food
and itens on the table.



NYX
Are you all right? | haven't seen
you for a while... in the forest.
| wondered what had happened.

ULYSSES
" m okay. Just resting. | thought
| mght wite a book.

NYX
That’ s a good i dea.

He | ooks at her.

ULYSSES
Well, cone in then.

NYX
Ch?

He pulls her gently by the arm and cl oses the

ULYSSES
Here take ny chair.

She carefully sits down, as if this had never
bef ore.

Pours two vodkas, an extra |arge one for her,
Gves it to her.

He | eans by the table. Gves her a look as if
were on his mnd, but a spark in his eye.

NYX
VWhat is it?

ULYSSES
Do you still renmenber that tine
we first nmet?

NYX
Yes.

124.

door .

happened

actual ly.

sonet hi ng

He takes a nmonent. Raises the vodka to his |ips but
doesn’t drink. She drinks hers like it was water.

ULYSSES
Do you renmenber that prom se you
made ne?

NYX

Ch I've tried ny hardest to keep
it, honest | have. Have |?
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ULYSSES
Yes. You nost definitely have. |
don’t know what |1’'d do without a
friend Iike you.

NYX
You DI D save ny life.

The music changes as the canera noves into U ysses’ face,
thinking to hinself, |eaning against the table.

Puts the vodka down, untouched. Takes a |oaf of the pixie
bread and snells it.

Just as he's about to take a bite -
KNOCK KNOCK

Who could it be? They | ook at each other cautiously. He
opens the door.

It'’s Tias, who has returned, with a dead rabbit on his
back.

Tl AS
ad friend.

ULYSSES
Tias! Cone in, boy.

G ves hima warm wel cone. Sits himdown and cl oses the
door.

ULYSSES
You two net before, briefly.
TI AS
Actually... we crossed paths in

the forest before | cane here.
hel ped her to retrieve her
basket .

ULYSSES
Vell 111 be.

O fers himsone bread.
TI AS
O course. Don't let it ruin your
appetite tonight, though.
He puts the rabbit on the table on the side.

ULYSSES
Looks good.

Nyx finds it a bit grotesque it seens. They |augh and
bant er.



126.

TI AS
| thought we could take a
journey, the three of us if you
i ke. Show ne the forest. Al
your favourite places.

ULYSSES

Yep. W could do that.
TI AS

Alittle weary of those denons

t hough.

U ysses | ooks at Nyx as if to say... oops.

TI AS

What ? There aren’t any, are

t here?
ULYSSES

Qur denons foll ow us whenever we
go, friend.

Suddenly during the banter -

KNOCK KNOCK

They all | ook at each other - a huge unconfortabl e pause.
U ysses goes to the door.

Tias slowy puts his hand round a sword nearby, just in
case. Nyx hides behind himand they wait in anticipation.

U ysses opens the door... to a STRANGER - out of breath..

H s face - | ooking towards us at the door.
ULYSSES
Who are you?
STRANGER
Let ne in, please. | need your

hel p.
U ysses | ooks at Tias. Then back to the stranger.

ULYSSES
Go on.

Stands aside and lets himin. W see the back of him

Door is shut. Stranger sits down, |ooking around at them
all - his POV



ULYSSES
Tell nme what happened?
STRANGER
|"’mnot sure. | think it was
bandits fromthe town. | don’t

remenber nuch

ULYSSES
Vell, tell us what you DO
remenber.

STRANGER
| was searching for something. A
treasure.

Al'l their faces, |ooking at each other, speechl ess.

ULYSSES
A treasure?
STRANGER
Yes... An ancient relic. A sword.

The strangers face, reveal ed. ..
STRANGER
The bastard sword... Have you
heard of it?
CUT TO BLACK.

THE END.
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